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TOHOKU UNIVERSITY
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The Archaeological Research Center
on the Campus, Tohoku University

Katahiracho, Aoba ward, Sendai 980-8577 JAPAN

Summary

On the campus of Tohoku University, a lot of archaeological sites are known. Among them,
Sendai Castle is the most famous and largest one. Almost all of the south part of Kawauchi
campus is located on its secondary citadel area. Aobayama campus includes remarkable
paleolithic sites, some are dated to more than 100,000 years ago.

In Japan, if existing circumstances need to be changed in the known site area, excavation
research on the buried cultural properties must be carried out.

According to legal procedures, the commission for research, which was organized in 1983,
carried out many salvage excavations for 11 years. It was reorganized into the Center in 1994
to improve conditions of research. The Center mainly carries out salvage excavations of
archaeological sites on the campus, analyzes those records and remains and publishes excavation
reports. Conservation and exhibition of archaeological heritage, studies about structure of sites,
artifacts, techniques of excavation and preservation are also important duties.

This volume carries reports of an excavation of NMI13 on Kawauchi campus and a
distribution survey on Aobayama campus, which were carried out by the Commission of Buried

Cultural Properties on Campus in 1992.

NM13 site (Loc.13 of Ninomaru, i.e. the secondary citadel of Sendai Castle)
The main citadel of Sendai Castle was built in A.D.1600 by Masamune DATE. In A.D.
1638 his son, Tadamune DATE built the secondary citadel on a lower terrace. Ninomaru had

practically been the center of the government of Sendai-han for some 250 years until Meiji

Restoration.



NMI3 area corresponds to the area of a warehouse of arms which belongs to Kanjosjo,
eastern outside of Ninomaru in a narrow sence. This site is located near NM7 site excavat=d
in 1986.

Two trenches were excavated. At trench 1, 4 pits were found. Pit 1 is a post hoe.
Except pit 4 they are considered to belong to Edo period. There is a possibility that pit 1 and
some of post holes found at NM7 were components of a warehouse of arms which is suppos=d
to be there.

Three ditches which belong to Edo period were found at trench 2. The newest ditch 1 has
stone wall. Ditch 3 was remade to ditch 2. From the difference of direction, ditch 2 and 3
are considered to have been used before the construction of Ninomaru.

Most of artifacts are roof tiles, which show that there were structures such as warehouse.

Distribution survey on Aobayama campus

Aobayama area, including Aobayama campus of Tohoku University, is located on the 3rd
terrace surface of Aobayama terrace. Until 1984 several paleolithic sites were known
(Aobayama site loc.A ~ D). In the area of Faculty of Science, the Commission of Buried
Cultural Properties on Campus excavated 3 sites in 1984 (Aobayama site loc. B, E, F, i.e. B2).
At all localities, paleolithic features or artifacts were found. Then it was supposed that there
exist paleolithic sites in wider area.

In 1986~1991, the Commission carried out 5 trial excavations in the area of Faculty of
Engineering, which is located southern ridge of Faculty of Science. However, no cultural
remains were found there.

These results show that density of paleolithic features or artifacts is not equal in the whole
area of Aobayama campus. It also became clear that the preservation of volcanic ash soil is
different by the place.

For preservation of sites and efficient research, it was recognized essential to grasp the
distribution of sites and volcanic ash soil from the evidence on the surface of ground or
outcrops, covering the whole area of Aobayama campus. So in 1992, the Commission carried
out a survey of ground surface and outcrops on Aobayama campus.

The detail of the survey can be summed up as follows.

(D There found no new place containing cultural remains.

@ We can understand the distribution of volcanic ash soil on the 3rd terrace of Aobayama



terrace. Deposit condition of them is what we recognized.

@ It is certain that there are distributions of red soil layer (stratum 5 and 6) widely on the
3rd terrace of Aobayama terrace.

@ Preservation of original topography and volcanic ash soil is better in the area of Faculty
of Engineering than the area of Faculty of Science. However, cultural remains were mainly
found in the area of Faculty of Science. Therefore, it seems that good preservation of volcanic

ash soil not always indicate existence of sites.

Based on these knowledge, we devided the entire Aobayama campus to 4 areas as follows.
Inside of known site area.
The area where volcanic ash soil is preserved, and adjoining known site area.

The area where volcanic ash soil is preserved, but not so close to known site area.

g o = »

The area where volcanic ash soil is not preserved.

It is necessary to carry out excavation or trial excavation in A and B area, in case any
change of existing circumstances is planned.

This division naturally requires modification, when any cultural remain is found in the area B

or C.
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Summary

There were two glazed ceramic-producing centers in Souma domain. In Shineha district
situated at south part of Souma domain, Ohbori-souma ware had been made since the end of
the 17th century. The chief shapes of Ohbori-souma ware belonging to the 18th century were
cheap rice bowls copied from Seto-mino ware, they were distributed over the wide area of
Tohoku district with Ono-souma ware which were made in the suburbs of Nakamura castle.

It was revealed that firing technique of Ohbori-souma ware was very different from that of
Seto-mino ware by investigation of the structure of kilns, the ways of pile ceramics in firing
chambers and kinds of tools used inside the kilns. Though there were many kilns in Souma
domain, the kiln was a small scale and low productivity.

It was confirmed that kilns had increased and spread after the famine occurred in the late
18th century in Shineha district by both distribution survey and investigation of ancient
documents. The government of Souma domain tightened the protection and administration of
ceramic producers from the late 18th century to the early 19th century.

In the 19th century, two glazed ceramic-producing centers in Souma domain went the
different way to meet the needs of times when life styles of consumers diversified. Ohbori-
souma ware protected by government began to be exported to the ceramic market in Edo.
Ono-souma ware were degenerated by newly-rising center of ceramic-production. Glazed
ceramics called Tatenoshita ware which rooted upon Souma district began to be produced

instead of Ono-souma ware at kilns situated in the suburbs of Nakamura castle.
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Fig. 4 Surface finds from Kanayadai B site of kiln at Souma city, Fukushima prefecture
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Surface finds from Kanayadai A site of kiln at Souma city, Fukushima prefecture
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K6 MEHNFPFEEEZHREEY()
Fig. 6 Surface finds from Nakadaira-Yokota site of kiln at Souma city, Fukushima prefecture(1)
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Fig. 7 Surface finds from Nakadaira-Yokota site of kiln at Souma city, Fukushima prefecture(2)
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Fig. 9 Distribution of sites of kilns belonging to the 18th century at Namie town,
Fukushima prefecture
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Tab. 3 List of kilns belonging to the 18th century at Namie town, Fukushima prefecture
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Fig. 10 Surface finds belonging to the 18th century from sites of kilns at Omaru area,
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Fig. 11 Surface finds belonging to the 18th century from sites of kilns at

Ohbori-Ushirohata area, Namie town, Fukushima prefecture
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Fig. 12 Surface finds belonging to the 18th century from sites of kilns at

Ohbori-Urushihata area, Namie town, Fukushima prefecture
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Fig. 13 Surface finds belonging to the 18th century-the early 19th century from sites of
kilns at Ide area, Namie town, Fukushima prefecture
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Fig. 17 Ono-souma ware from Junisho A site at Shinchi town, Fukushima prefecture
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Fig. 18 Tashiro kiln that have produced Souma-koma ware at Souma city, Fukushima prefecture
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Fig. 19 Nagaiya site of kiln at Ohbori-Urushihata area, Namie town, Fukushima prefecture
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