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EXCAVATIONS AT THE EIGHTH INSULA, REGIO V, DECUMANUS II
IN THE PARS ORIENTALIS OF THE CAPITAL HEIAN

Summary

The present report summarized the results of the excavation owing to the construction of
building at the Ikenobé junior college, located in the center of the city of Kyoto. The ex-
cavated area measuring approximately 400nf was comprised in the eighth insula, regio V,
decumanus T of the pars Orientalis of the capital Heian in the Heian period.

According to the litarature “Konjaku monogatari” (4 &4#55), the mansion of
Minamotono-masamichi (& Ht3) who occupied a position of the Ukonoenochiijo (G &+
$%) used to be there in that period. Though the thin layer and the south-north ditch belong-
ing to the Heian period leave in the western part of the excavated area about 2.5m below the
groud surface, a trace of the mansion was not found. Supporsing that the south-north ditch
which runs a little to the east of the center line of the eighth insula had been a ditch to fix the
limits of the mansion, the mansion would have been a half of insula or a little smaller than it.

The pars Orientalis prospers as a commerce and industry area in the Kamakura period
following to the Heian period. In the eighth insula, that sake seller’s and oil seller’s occupied
was estimated by documentary records. An existence of sake seller’s in the excavated area was
proved archaeologically in not only the Kamakura period but also the Muromachi period.
Restored to nineteen big jars for storing sake which were dumped into a stone made well
belong to the thirteenth and the fourteenth centuries and a large quantity of unglazed small
plates which unearthed from the same well belong to the first half of the fifteenth century. A
bronze pot for warming up sake was unearthed from the same well, too. These finds are
estimated to have been dumped at the same time by a state of discovery. However, a trace of
building was not found.

Besides, three square pits belonging to the Muromachi period are noticeable. There are a
variety of views about its charactor, for example, grave, storage room, institution for a ground-
breaking ceremony etc. An iron plow and cylinder shaped iron goods in addition to deep holes
lined on both sides of pits which were found in this time posed a question against a view that
they are graves.

In the Edo period, many wells were sinked and a large quantity of ceramic made in not only
various parts of Japan but also China were unearthed from wells. Imported ceramic wares
were found in each layer and structure from the Heian period to the Edo period. Among them,
a bowl of the Lee dynasty in Korea and long neck jar “Meipin” (#83) made in China are
special mentioned.

Furthermore, many Yayoi pottery were unearthed from a trace of stream in the lowest
level. According to the distribution of Yayoi pottery and stone tools in the eighth insula and its
neighborhood, a fair-sized Yayoi village to the east of this excavated ares are supposed.

Two essays are added at the end of a volume. One is an analysis of pottery unearthed in
this excavation. Another one is an examination about historical transition of land division.
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