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EXCAVATION AT THE ROKKAKU-D$) (TEMPLE)
IN THE CAPITAL HEIAN

Masayuki Koumorto
Hideo Sasaki
Tadaharu MAaTsul
Hisashi OBoroya

The Paleological Association of Japan, Inc. carried out the ar-
chaeological research at the site of the Rokkaku-dé (Temple), on
account of a newly constructing “Chohéji-Kaikan”® from November
1974 to May 1975. The Rokkaku-dé is famous for Shdtokutaishi (¥Bffi
&F) legends and its hexagonal construction in plan, moreover, the
cradleland of the art of flower arrangement in Japan.

At the result of the research, there was found out a ditch which
had been used from the Heian Period to the later stage as northern
boundary line of the Rokkaku-dé premises. The northern ditch,
constructed in the Heian Period, suggests to have been used till the
Muromachi Period by its findings, and it also consents with the
boundary line which indicated on medieval maps. While, the exis-
tence of the covering construction (¥{B) on the Rokkaku-dé which has
been presumed by medieval drawings, “Sight in and around Kyoto”
(&g RER) for instance, was confirmed through the analysis of
ridge-end tiles and paper researches. The covering structure had
been constructed from the late Heian Period to the middle of the
Edo Period.

Excavated layers of the Edo Period consisted in five stages.
These vestages of the period were Ikenobd’'s (the origin of the art of

flower arrangement) refinded residence, and had charactoristic plans.
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The most important findings of the excavation are roof-tiles,
ceramics and porcelains. Ceramic wares include celadon porcelains
and tri-coloured potteries imported from China. Besides, japanese
ceramics, such as Karatsu, Seto, Mino productions and Imari porce-
lains bring about a clue for the studies on economical circuration of

the medieval age to modern.
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