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Summary

In 1985, Kumamoto University planed a reconstruction of campus.
But it was known that campus was designated as buried cultural
assets zone. In the fiscal vear 1994, Kumamoto University formed
the Archaeological investigation committee and the Archacological
operation office in haste, and has been excavating the campus sites
when the superannuated school buildings were rebuilt.  In October
2011, the office was reorganized into the Research Center for Buried
Cultural Properties, and this center has investigated underground
cultural properties.

We have two main campus sites at other arcas. The one is the
Kurokami area where is constituted of faculty of science and faculty
of Engineering (south area) . faculty of Education, faculty of Laws,
and faculty of Letters (north area) .and locates in Kurokamimachi
site. The site is located at the foot of Mt. Tatuta (above 151.6m) on
a low terrace (above sea level 18 ~ 25m) formed by the Shirakawa
River. The site is regarded as an ancient station “Kokai”. The other
one is the Honjo area where is constituted of School of medicine,
college of Medical Science (central south area). and Kumamoto
University hospital (north area), and belong to Honjo site. The
site located on a low terrace (above sea level 12 ~ 13m) formed
by Shirakawa River, similar to Kurokamimachi site. It is 2km
from Kurokamimachi site to Honjo site in a straight line. In the
circumstance of Honjo site. there are large ancient settlement sites
like Oe site and Shinyashiki site.

The number of investigations in the current vear is the
following:6 excavations, 44 presence investigations. In the current
vear, investigation spots were concentrated in the Kurokamimachi
site(north and south area), the Honjo site(north and central area).
The main results are the following,

Although only presence investigations are being conducted in the
Kurokamimachi site,a feature was found at the 1230.1228 excavation
spol.

In the Honjo site (north area) , we excavated the following three
excavation spots.

At the 1234 excavation spot, three rectangular earthen pits were
discovered under 09m below ground. These earthen pits probably
represented burials, At the 1207 excavation spot, two ancient pits
were discovered. Pit dwellings and a ditch were also found, At the
1226 excavation spol, a human-made flat feature was located 1.1m
below under ground.

In the Honjo site (central area) , we excavated the following three
excavation spots,

At the 1205 excavation spot, a ditch with a breadth of 4.2 m, was
discovered approximately 1.8m below ground. From the northeast.
the ditch inclined gently the southwest . [t was thought that this
ditch was made in the early stage of the modern era, based on finds
from the excavation.

Excavation spot 1223 is located north of spot 1205 excavation spot.
A total of 29 pit dwellings between the late Kofun period and the
early Heian period (9th century) were discovered, along with a large
posthole-type building made in the Heian period

At the 1233 excavation spot is located in the southwest part of
the Honjo area (central area) .The layer containing cultural remains
existed in the surrounding of the foundation of the old boiler house's
chimney.Ancient features were also discovered there.

At the 1223-1233 excavation spot, features were discovered 1.2m
below under ground. Therefore in the Honjo area features often
remain between the foundation of a building . In the presence
investigation in connection with development construction, we plan
to pay and carry out cautions on such a fact in the future.
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