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In 1985, Kumamoto University planned reconstruction of
campus. But it was known that some of campus is designated
as buried cultural assets zone. In the fiscal year 1994,
Kumamoto University formed the Archaeological investiga-
tion committee and the Archaeological Operation Office in
haste, and has been excavating the campus sites when the
superannuated school buildings were rebuilt since then. We
have two main campus sites at another areas. The one is the
Kurokami area where is constituted of faculty of science and
faculty of Engineering (south area), faculty of Education,
faculty of Laws, and faculty of Letters (north area), and locates
in Kurokamimachi site. The site is located at the foot of Mt.
Tatuta (above 151.6m) on a low terrace (above sea level 18~
25m) formed by the Shirakawa River. The site are regarded
as an ancient station “Kokai". The other one is the Honjo area
where is constituted of School of medicine, college of Medical
Science (south area), and Kumamoto University hospital (north
area), and belong to Honjo site. The site located on a low
terrace (above sea level 12~13m) formed by Shirakawa River,
similar to Kuro-kamimachi site. It is 2km from Kurckamima-
chi site to Honjo site in a straight line. In the circumstance of
Honjo site, there are large ancient settlement sites like Oe site
and Shinyashiki site.

The number of investigations in the current year is the
following: 4 excavations, 18 presence investigations and 1ltrial
excavation. The main results are the following.

At 0101 excavation spot in the Honjo site, we excavated the
site before the construction of research center belong to
School of Medicine and the excavated area was about 1733.75
square meters. We discovered fields and pit burials of modern
period, dwellings of historic period, dwellings and ditches of
Kofun period, and from which pottery and iron implements.

At 0102 excavation spot in the Kurokami site, structural
remains and layer containing cultural remains had been
destroyed already, but we discovered some pieces of pottery
belonging to Earliest stage of Jomon period. And we got an
important information about the lay of the land in ancient time
and structural remains.

At 0104 excavation spot in the Honjo site, we excavated the
site before the construction of C. C. Box. The excavated area
is about 1023.8 square meters. At this spot, we discovered a
ditch of Yayoi period, dwellings and ditches of Kofun period,
dwellings and ditches and a well of historic period. There
were pottery of final stage of Jomon period, pottery and iron
implements and bronze implements of Kofun and historic
period. At this investigation, we got an important result that
we discovered structural remains and relics of Yayoi age for
the first time which are oldest one around the site.

At 0119 excavation spot, we discovered the settlement that
is same one at 0104 spot, and discovered older pottery in ditch
that we discovered at 0104spot.

At four excavations in current year, we got splendid results
as above. But we get new facts at every investigation, there
are many ambiguous points about a scale and character of the
site,

So we will do best to make it obvious the whole aspect of
these sites from now on, too.

Summary
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