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A2
Plan of the spot where ancient objects were dug out of an old tomb on Azana Chano ki yama near the village of
Rokuya, district of Minami Kuwabara province of Tamba in the month of April 1881. This plan shows the mound

as seen from above.

X EPmX (X19) $Y

The dotted lines show the position of the chamber.

A. Here a hole has been dug in a slanting direction from the south side of the mound to a depth of six feet and
the same width. This hole passes between the stones which form the roof of the stone chamber to above the stone

shelf which has been constructed within it, and from there is in a slanting direction reaches quite into the

chamber. This is the hole where the antiquarian objects were found. It is large enough to hold three men.
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N. Map of a number of ancient tombs
On the hills N. E. of Rokuya mura
in the province of Tamba.

_ denotes those which retain perfect
Sho azana

Rohd zan their original shape as mounds
/1 those where the stone chamber
is exposed, or broken down so that they
Azé'i,“?r can be entered - called by in the language
Tokonageyam ichi shé*azaﬁa gf the place, tsukana (for tsuka - ana)
_ Chanoki i.e. mound - caves.
Shg azana Pgréukl)ﬁima
T idzugadanj € Where antiquar;
Senjiuji gadani She azang remains are nowqdug?;;)_
Azana 18ashigy ni
Shabayama
Sho azand
Shdazang Tokkoda
Otanj valley
Cultivated ground. Cultivated Kiyomidy, Danij
Sh(?] azana ground
nishigawa i
& From here ina Thicket
Southeasterly direction £ hamboos
extends the hamlet of Rlszrgain?d 0
Rokuya mura - about gasttlg o On this Moun[av

seventy houses. Azanamaru hill there are 2

ga Shiro three large

Called by ~ mounds with

the country about ten smaller

folks ones round (each of ?) them

Marugasijo

Dagy,

18 A1 IEEDHTER] #3% (The British Museum Figl)

B. By this hole there is also access to the interior of the chamber between the stones of the roof, but there is
only room for one man to <stand) in it. No relics were found here.
C. Place where excavation has been made from the south side.
D. Excavation in the form of a trench from N.W. to F.
EF.GHI Small mounds ranged in a circle in the shape of a plum blossom.

&A1 TEAHEER - MNNAa=ER] 8% (K20

HA1-4
a. is a shelf formed of a <{load) flat stone in its natural condition placed across the chamber just where it is
entered by hole A. It is let into the stones (of the wall) on three sides in the manner shown by the dotted lines on

the plan.

b. Below this shelf, a sort of coffer has been formed by means of a flat unhewn stone in-its—natural-eon which

extends to right and left so as form a partition of the chamber

c. This is where the bit was found belew on the stone shelf.
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d. Here, under the stone shelf were found a one of the swords and fragments of gilt copper, and beads.

e. Here one of the swords was found <set) up against-the-wall. in a leaning position.

f g Here were found the earthen vessels with vases attached resembling sacrificial vessels.
h Shown where the large stones on the right and left have fallen in, separating the chamber into the two
parts

i This seems to be a sort of small entrance to the chamber, but it is piled up with earth, and there is no

access by it.

j- TFhe Chamber to which entrance is obtained

E A5
through hole A

k. Chamber to which entrance is obtained through hole B.

1. Flat stones with which the bottom of the chamber is paved.

m. Pebbles in which there flat stones rest.

Drawings of the articles found in an ancient tomb on ¥ Chanoki yama in Rokuya mura, Kuwado gori, Tamba.

Sword no 1.
Length. 3ft 8 1/2 inches (Japanese measure)
Breadth, and thickness as in the drawing.

Weight. 410 measure me.

%X &Y {In both there are here holes to attach the hilt by (menuki ana)}

Sword no 2.
Length 3ft 6 1/2 inches (Jap. measure)
Breadth and thickness as in the drawing

Weight. 260 me.
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HAT-6
The decayed remains of the < » look like Shitan (a hard wood imported from China) wood.
In the rust something like traces of silk thread are is visible.

The blade is broken near the sword point.

Bit. No 1.  Size as in the drawing. ef Frent Outer side of copper plated with silver—and gold and silver. Back—of

Inner side of iron much rusted as shown in the drawing. In parts the traces of gold and silver are visible.

XX dH D This seem is of the same style of manufacture as the bit, and seems to be an harness ornament. of
horse<bit>harness The It is one of 5 complete articles of this kind which were found. The dimensions are <rusty)

appearances as in the drawings showing the front and back.

Fragments of similar articles to the last, shape dimensions and rusts appearances as in the drawing. Many other
small pieces were found - not shown in the drawings.

A side view of one shows the thickness.

& A1-7
Bit No: 2
The dimensions [(front v back)] and rusted appearance as in the drawings; The manufacture similar to the bit
shown above. One drawing shows the thickness which varies according to the degree to which it is rusted. <—

[Same is viewing] The part coloured dark shows where ene-of the copper <{portions> having been left. <—>

The following articles seem to belong to the above bit. The upper ene / one of 5 complete articles which have
been preserved: the lower is one of 2 smaller articles which have been preserved. Many fragments of similar
articles were found.

These-gold-Several-kinds—of metal Objects of three-sizes were formed different sizes which look like half spherical
bells ef-the-sizes—shown in-the—drawing. ©f {drawing) threes ere-three-sizes only three ebjeets were many-similar
nearly complete. They look like furnishings of a herse saddle-cloth.

e

¥ & D {Half is wanting}{Carved here}

%[Xdp b {Damaged on this side}

XX dH D {Opposite side.}

%X D {Something like a connecting cord here}
X H D {Side view}

X AT-8
3 kinds of broken articles the shape of which is complete.
XXH D
One of 5 broken pieces of what seems to have been a saddle iron.

Length as in the drawing.
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¥XH O the hole seen from End.}

XX DH YO {Front view <{sidewise) from one side.}

A number of small gold- coloured fragments of small thin metal objects were found. Engraved with a fish scale
pattern. Size as in the drawing

%X D is like a stud, but has no hole.

Two fragments of a dark ree¢ blue (or green) bead resembling Emerald. front and back views.

Fragment of a dark red bead - front and back views.

Object in horse - front back and end view, is carved. And pierced with a hole.

3 A1-9

Form of a number of objects resembling fragments of sacrificial vases.

A There are marked where 4 small vases have been broken off.
Breadth of body of vase. about 5 1/2 inches (Jap.)
Height of do 4 1/2 inches.
Total height of from of fragments 1. ft 2 inches Jap.

B. Fragment of lid.
Height 1 1/5 inches
Height of back 1/5 of an inches
Diameter 3 7/10 inches

C.  One of the small vases attached to the body of the large ves.
Breadth. of mouth 1 1/2 inch.
Diameter of body 1. 7/10 inches
Height within 1. 6/10 inches
Outside 1. 9/10 inches.

D. Fragment knowing the form of the lower Edge. Form the lower part of the body to the lower beneath 5 8/10

inches in a perpendicular line

Z A1-10

Shape as Reconstructed from the above form fragments

Fragment of a similar vessel with holes pierced in it, but with a different waved pattern.

Drawing of what seems a B

‘Gov’  body (abeve below) lid (below above)
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3" A2-1
1881 Dec
Dolmens of Tamba. Rokuya mura ¢ 3 1/2m. from Kameoka

Articles found.
{Drg or photo}

3 Tall sacrificial vases with On floor in front of shelf v
covers v small vases on shoulder between the swords.
all more or less imperfect

Ht=
4 or 5 Several beads of blue glass Below shelf at W end

2 Covered shallow pot. (Futa mono) near mid. of chamber.

D. 5 3/8"

1 Str. long iron sword.
standing upright agt shelf

1 v v o,

{Lantern slide}
1 Horse bit ¢ cheeks of iron plated ¢ Cu v gilt v silvered.
On Shelf.

1 Horse bit ¢ Wheel like cheeks of above metals.

Horse ornts various in iron, Cu+Au as above. All on shelf.

Halberd shaped

Saddle bow.
Half Sizes shaped

Buckle like

Strips of metal.

Their
A2-2

Their copper foil, gilt v with Below the shelf in the

designs in lines of {punched) dots. cist like {part) compartment
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<{Mid7> parts of ornamental appendages of dress. at W. end.

Cist portion covered c a layer of small black rounded pebbles

from neighbouring river.

Decayed wood v putrefied woven materials fabric adherent to

some of the objects.

M A2-3
Tamba Dolmens

Dolmen just described from which remains taken.

{See drg.}

Midozuka. The stones of this dolmen v also of all the

others are granite of which there are <outcrop, at

several places all yielding the stone in leeks as layers

of varying thickness with totally parallel surfaces.

None are hewn

The structure of this dolmen is illustrated in the drg.

(Fig ) The dimensions of the chamber at the floor line are
Chamber L 14 - 6. B 6 - 9 v its height 9’ - 0" v of the

gallery 77 9 -0 # 3 - 6. vat with a ht of 4ft,

The shelf is let into the walls v back v is

very massive being 5 - 3" broad v from 1 - 0 - 1 - 6 in thickness
v its bottom is 2 - 8 above the floor.

[whieh seems about +4—%* above]

[{v—2tHt-high} is 21ft high & the roof of the dolmen is {cov ¢ > |
The mound whieh it has been very much cut away

for the purposes of cultiv is—about—2tft-high but remains of two

v terraces are distinctly seen on its SE side.

There has been no moat

2. Adjacent mound v dolmen, no shelf. Tot, L. 15" - 9”

{See photo}

3. In bamboo grove. 2 stones for roof. Mound damagee shapeless.
With shelf 3 - 7" X 1" -2"to 1’ - 6" Tot L. 29 - 10

Bottom of shelf 2=—8 2 - 10 above floor

4 Broken down entrance ( a little N of E ?)
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Dolmen in bamboo grove.

2 stones for roof. No others <containing> large <{encg> back wall
v main gallery stone.
Mound broken down

< NTHD H LD

No(5) Dolmen On hill side. No shelf. Mound eult partially levelled v cult < >

Walls built in irreg. courses.

Eargest—ch

No(5a). One stone for roof

{Photo}
No 6. Imperf. Shelf. 6" - 5" X 4" - 2" X 1’ - 3" . Bottom 4’ - 2" above floor

3 A2-5

Tamba. Rokuya mura

Mounds on small plateau at edge of pl

A. Circumf 196 ft. Top diam 19 ft. Ht 10ft One terrace ft 4.
Moat a few ft broad.
32

{6.8}
B.
Dug away. Small. only.
C.
D. Med size.

E. Terrace, moat v dimensions similar to A.

F. Sa Fwe Terraces v moat as—4A as A. Circumf 226 ft.
Terrace 5ft H. Md 8ft higher. Top 21ft broad.

About of their 13 mounds here, difficult to say if contain

dolmen, proby not. All have been dug into

(BE-IV—7 IV -TFTY)
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FA3-1~3 [BAHEREDER]
3 A3-1

Tumuli v Dolmens. Province of Tamba.

These dolmens of Tamba are situated in viltage—distriet the neighbourhood of Rokuya a small village about 3—+/2
5 4 miles NW of the old castle town of Kamioka. They consist of one large mound on the summit of Cha no Ki
yama a hill rising some 500 ft above the village on its NE side

A group of seven 13 adjoining on a low tract of heath but little higher than the rice plains.

A considerable number variously estimated at from 30 - 56 scattered irregularly over the lower slopes of the

range of hills which at bound the towards-the-head-of partially encircles the village

The stone chambers of some of these sepulchral < > preseat {possess) a ef characteristic, v important feature
which so far as our observation have gone is {peculiar) to this locality: These consists of a rude broad shelf ef at
their <hinder) wall formed of a single <huge> unhewned stene rough manufacture slab of stone let into the side

walls at either end.

{Whether this peculiarity marks the work of builder of a late age than those whose usual form was that of the
simple chamber or it is char ¢ of the rank of the occupant of the tomb dese—net or had <other) significance dese
not is difficult to determine. # The use ef-the-shelf to which it was put in}

The dolmen of on the summit of Cha no Ki yama consists of a well formed mound strelyno—almost two—tiers
circular rising in two [seme rather ill defined] tiers to a [the basal circumf of the lowest] height of 20 - 25 ft, v
measured approximately tiers being 382 ft ¢ 125 diam. in circum at its base. Upon the its upper part there are
five small subsidiary mounds arranged in the form of thejapan the more plum flower of the Japan plum crest. ( )
On the side there are en-one—end doubtful traces of a trench. which-partlty-who No trace of the entranee mouth of
the entrance gallery can be seen but the a deep trench (5 ft) has been cut down from the summit top of the
mound to the roof stones of the chamber v several of these are exposed laid bare

The—cham These stones have been displaced owing to to the collapse of the sides v the middle part of the

chamber being is filled rises up with an irregularly piled near heap of the side side v roof stones.

3 A3-2
Se—that It was only possible [for the workmen] to enter through <apertures) between the displaced stones the

outer <ef> the inner part of the dolmen chamber v that with difficulty when this excavation was completed in { >

of 1881. At present on account of a still further collapse the dolmen €an is in ruins v-cannetbe

The—cham—chamber—<his)—as—nearly-as—eould-be—aseertained or The entrance of the chamber faced apprex approx
SSE as—rnearty—as—could-be-ascertained; its aceounts bearing could not be ascertained accurately on acct of the its

ruined condn. Its dimensions were however probably similar to no in the Table.

From the inner half of the dolmen the workmen took out in the presence of the Kocho of Rokuya the swords,

horse furniture v pottery subseq - described Upon this discovery being reported to the Gov of Kiyo te<delight> an
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officer Mr Nakarai <accopanied> by an artist was sent to make an exam of the ancient articles v of the dolmen
from te which they were taken v to his report v its illustrations which have been most generously placed at our
disposal by the NE Gov of Kin Fu we are indebted for for the ltustration—~v—fer—the surveys which <illustrate this
v for <painter> details <respects) the positions they occupied in the tem tomb.

A personal wvisit exam of the articles themselves through the kind permission of the Gov Mr. was made at Kamioka

v some additional details were furnished by the Kocho of Rokuya where-not

Notwithstanding its prominence v size neither name nor tradition is attached to it

The dolmen chamber has projecting from its back wall a rude stone shelf.

In the sectional diagram theis shelf is and proby shown too small as in the—several v smaller dolm the others of
these char likely due’ later on the nene-eeeur—so all are much larger than (Diagram made from descript given by
the men who had entered this tomb tho artist v ( ) being unable to get in).

Below the shelf the a single upright slab of stone about 10" high forms a rude kind of cist without cover. Upon
the shelf itself the two bits horse bits (fig ) positions of horse ornaments,

were found.

The swords (fig ) were standing upright resting againsts the shelf v between them it on the floor of the chamber
the two vases.

The covered pot was <adj> found on the floor some few little distance away from v in front of the vases.

The floor of this cist was covered strewn with a layer of rounded black pebbles such as are found in the bed of
the Oigawa rever a few miles distant

The glassbeads small fragm of ornaments gilt copper suppesed-to-be—pers supposed to have formed part of some
personal ornament was p found on there pebbles v <alsoy the glass beads there at the W. end. Probably—persenat

oernaments; No bones were-seen or teeth were seen.

Note page 171 Lubbok
Even no late as in 1781

Frederick Casimir was laid in his grave with his slaughtered horse. Horse ferales p 66.

T A-1~4 TEREE - BEAGEHEREDER]

3 A4-1
¥ AL O Besides the mounds containing dolmens there is a group of 13 others - net-conty-those-stone—chambers
- in—which—summit—buriat on a low heath on the margin of the plain. in which “summit burial” only has been
practiced. They are all conical mounds from 12 - 20 ft high three being much larger than the others having bases

of 60 - 75 ft diam v being encircled both with a terrace v a moat.
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3 A4-2
Proef Prov. of Tamba.

In the prov of Tamba at the village of Rokuya about 4 miles from the town of Kameoka there is a group of
dolmens of considerable importance altho none are of the magnitude of many which occur in the adjacent provs
of Settsu v Yamashiro. One which is of special interest on account of the remains which were found in it as which
will be described subsequently - is situated in a commanding position on the top of a <{spur) about 500 ft above
the plain. The others about 30 in alt number are scattered over the lower slopes of the adjoining hills, v with the
exception of two the mounds of all have been reduced by cultiva to a state of complete ruin.

XL ©

A typical mound with the dolmen contained in it is shown in section in fig. The mound is 22 ft high, the diam of
its base being 96 ft, v altho much cut away the remains of two terraces are distincty visible on its SE side. There
are no traces of a moat. The structure of the dolmen will be seen in the drg v <Fig> its dimensions v other
particulars as well as similar details of relating to 5 others of the best preserved of the group will be found in the
table. ( Nos to)

{Drawing v diagrams}

Sections v plans of 2 are shown diagramatically in (diag no ).

A curious feature in several of these dolmens is the massive rude shelf of unhewn stone

{Lantern slide}

which projects from the back wall v extends across the whole breadth of the chamber. It is built into the walls
both at its ends v back v is placed from 2’ - 8" to 4’ - 2" above the floor. This—shelf Since my discovery of this
form of dolmen I have ascertained that altho rare it is not peculiar to this prov. as it is also found in one in

Shikoku Awa Handa mura v in 2 examples in Kyu shu Chikugo Asada mura Yama no uchi In

3 A4-3

In the dolmen on the summit of the <{spur> a long slab of rough stone 10" high is set up te across the floor

{formingy a rude—eoffin cist like space below the shelf v in—which this the-bedy—of-the—warrior—chief-had-been
plaeed. This rude arrangement which was doubtless originally present in the other was evidently intended [to take
the place of the] as a substitute for the sarcophagus which are is common in Settsu, the hardness of the local
granite making it diff to cut blocks into that form. #fiA A That the rudeness of the substitute arrgt is not due
to a sign of greater age than the latter is proved by the character of the remains which accompany it which
demonstrate-that are ef-the [not of certain] in—faet same age as than <those) fd in the stone sarcophagi of Izumo,
Settsu ¥ or in the wooden sarcoph of Kozuke v Kawachi.
This dolmen is contained in a terraced well formed circular mound ¥—en the about 22 ft with one the terrace (125

ft diam ) upon which are 5 small mounds abett—ft placed at equal distances from one another

{Note} The interior of the dolmen is as above described v its size is are abeut—the similar to No. in the Tables.
altho proby it may have had a large gallery.
(Note I was unable to make a plan of, or to measure it as during a prolonged rain storm a few days before my

visit its sides collapsed v one of its roof stones full in.)
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In point of antiquity. this-rude-arrangement it might seem to belong to the earlier times of the dolmen age but the
splendid metal objects found <— <— in this dolmen mark it as belonging rather to a more advanced period

when the race had become <importy in {metal> v in the art of working metals.

No trace of the entrance is visible on the outside of the mound but from the trench formed by the its collapse of
its faced approxy SSE.
Thefoltowing—articles The—remains—which The remains which it contained were taken out a short time before I

visited it by the owner of the

3 A4-4
ground in the presence of the head man of the village the chamber being entered through an aperture in-the-roef
formed by the partial displacement of the a huge roof stone which afterwards eempletely fell in. The objects
obtained are of great archaeological interest v constitute one of the most important finds yet made in a Jap.
dolmen. After considerable difficulties the-targe v a (patiently waiting for ) (delay of ) seven years, during-come [
was at last able to purchase them v they are now in the Br. M. where they form part of the G. Coll.
The chief objects are briefly described v their positions in the chamber noted in the following list.
List on appended blue paper to be filled up.

X X X X X X X X

The metallic ornaments objects, swords v horse furniture resemble in their forms v technical execution those of
Izumo, Musashi, Kozuke, Mino, Kawachi v doubtless belong to the <geldest> most flourishing part of the dolmen
age when the race had completed the conquest of the chief parts of the island, had settled in several great
centres, v were had leisure to < give to the {prosey <{sutrim) of the ornamental arts.

(FIRBH - TV > -TZTY)

R A5-1 - 2 TERHIBEDWEEE - HROEMICET 5 X £

B A5-1
Tamba dolmen
The chambers of some present a peculiar v import feature which as far as we can ascertain is peculiar to this
locality < >, -. a rude broad heawvy <— shelf at the hinder end formed of of a single huge undressed stone And
upon this shelf the bits, ¥-herse furniture v ornaments of the departed chief were placed as we shall in the discr
of the mound of Cha no Ki yama
Whe it
This peculiarity may mark character the work of builders of a later age than those whose <— ferm <{usual)
structure was that of the simple chamber as it probably be char c¢ of the rank of the interred That this form was
€ha was is that which occurs in the Cha no Ki
That the Cha no Ki yama dolmen fis—ef-thisferm—<type>— [which < > | is the sep ¢ mound of a man of high
position should be of this < type, tends to support the latter supposition.
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3 AS5-2
The celebration of this religious rites ceremonies of religion
Again its rudeness v the < ) of the unchiseled stones of any do not reeessarily prove either the great <antiquity>
age of these monuments or that their builders whoese were ignrorant [were savages| ignorant of the art of v [or do
not posses| aet without the metal tools aeeessary required for the working of stone, < ) as in other countries as

Fergusson has it, it was sought to attain the wished for end by mass v the expression of power -

BA-TIV b2 -T30V)

TA6 TFHED RILAZHHE]

Tamba Dolmens

In the village of Rokuya scattered over the lower slopes of the adjacent hills - one only being on this summit -
there is an extensive collection of tumuli.

They may be divided into 4 classes; -

1. An unusually large mound on the top of a hill about 500 ft above the village.

2. A group of five on the lower ground near the village. These are of medium size but with trenches (moats?)

3. Ordinary dolmens of varying sizes.

4. Dolmens with a massive shelf projecting from the back wall

TA7-1-2 TEMERDOHERICET S X E]
T A7-1

Dolmens with shelf at back wall

Chikugo. Kodzuma gori. Yama no uchi mura one dolmen only.
/1 Tkuha gori, Asada mura,
Two dolmens together one with v one without shelf

Seen by Mr Wkabayashi of Tokyo Anthrop. Soc.

HAT-2
Awa no Kuni. Mima gori. v #

Hunda mura { 3}:[H

Dolmen with back shelf.

T. A. Soc. No 26 pg 186

GHR-TIV b -TZT0Y)

X B1-1~6 HIBERHEME
3 B1-1
FHEFE R FREEEES R/ SRR, N TARERN W s AR TS, [ 2320y
1% FIHE
RO HEFHIR TR, HEBHE @ L,

En N (=T 1= SYAL
FC IV FE T

IR NIE,
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3 B4-1~3 THERDEMEDER]
I B4-1
Tamba

Visit to the Old mounds.

I have made a visit to the old mounds at the village called Shikatanimura Rokuya mura in the Minami Kuwata
gori of Tamba. It seems that they are the mounds of more than one thousand years ago, but as to their for whom

they were nothing could be heard. I hereby fulfill your request by giving a brief account v rough map of the spot.

As Takemura Rizaemon and eighteen other people reported their discovery of the buried things at the tea-field
called Shimizudani of the Minami Kuwadagori, Tamba. I started for looking at the spot on the 6th day of May. It
rained very severely, v I could got Kameoka at 12—6€ o’ clock, and I saw local chief (?) He told me that it was
rather very far from here to the spot and it would be very convenient to have a lodging at the place called
Yoshida mura. I went to the police-station where there were things dug up. I ste went and stayed in the house of
Sato at Yoshidamura. About 4 o' clock, things were sent from the police station, v they were copied by the painter
who came with me.

Next day was very of wid windy ; at 9 o’ clock, Kose Jirosuke and three other men came, v I asked many
questions about the place, their answers were very various one differing from the other. They said as the place
where-thereis-mottnd is the very summit of Cha-nokiyama, we are not able to go up on such windy day. I told
them then that they should come again tomorrow morning to mts guide me. After they returned I collected many

old men, v asked them about the mounds, but unfortunately no referable in-

3% B4-2
formation was obtained.

Next day was cloudy in the morning, but fine in the afternoon. I set off at 7 0" clock in the morning, and went to
the house of Takata Hikoroku of Shikatanimura, and hired three other men, and went up Eastern mountain. In
about 6 or 7 chos. up, there is place shaped like Kama (rice kettle) placed up side down wh the circum-ference of
which is about one cho. This is the very spot. At about the middle part we dug the p hole one ken deep, one ken
broad, v one ken v half long, and there was we found boundary fence (as it looked) v hole which is said to be
entrance to the mound. As it had been raining for some days, the ground get became very muddy, v  we could
not get in. They said that they there are many places like this which admit free entrance, the construction of
which is are all under the ene same design. So we will go another place. We went down the hill, v at the northern
part of the village, we saw one stone fence, and we went in. It was very smatl narrow at the entrance, only one
man eant could go at a time. Deeper we go in, the wider it becomes v at last we reached to the place, where
which is about 4 mats wide, the sides are made of stone, it is has an arched ceiling looked like a furnace for
pottery, at the back there is a stone shelf which is said to be the € shelf for putting bridle.

Shikatanimura is the place founded by hills the back one is called Rohozan or Okami mine yama; right one -
Shiyabayama; left one - Chiyanoki yama, the spot in question.

At the top v foot there are many hundreds of
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% B4-3
mounds, some are already made <appearenty) and some hidden under ground. Some are as large as 8 mats wide,
some only 2 mats All unbroken ones are shaped like Kama v are bounded by ditches. Where there are <most)
mounds the place seems as if many oranges distr were scattered over.
The things dug up are strange ones, they must be more than 1,000 years age old. As before said, they we could
not got in any idea whatever as to whose mounds they were, by either names of the locality or the old men’s
talkings. I returned at 4 o' clock to Kameoka.
From Kameoka to the Kiyoto it is 4 hour’s walking.
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Abstract

(1) Rokuya Kofun and the Gowland Collection Survey Project.

This publication is the research report of Rokuya Kofun EE#APi#H (mounded tomb) located in,
Hiedano-cho #4717, Kameoka City i, Kyoto Prefecture &i#KF, Japan. Locals first excavated
Rokuya Kofun (the largest single mounded tomb in the mound cluster) in 1881. This was quickly followed
by a field investigation undertaken by NAKARAI Masumi ¥}, a prefectural government official
and ENDO Mohei % ¥, a painter. Then, Englishman William Gowland (1844-1922), while
employed at the Japan Mint between 1872 and 1888, visited Kameoka at least twice to measure,

photograph and study the tomb.

Gowland purchased artefacts recovered from Rokuya Kofun in 1883. As of 1889, the collection
has been held by the British Museum and is on permanent display in the Mitsubishi Corporation
Japanese Galleries. In addition to Rokuya Kofun, Gowland investigated hundreds of other mounded
tombs across Japan, conducting pioneering archaeological research for the time. His materials are
now known as the Gowland Collection and is widely known as one of the most important Kofun
period collections held abroad containing reliably recorded archaeological materials. An outline of
the collection, William Gowland: The Father of Japanese Archaeology was published simultaneously in
Japanese and English in 2003 by Victor Harris and GOTO Kazuo #%flf. However, the entire

scope of the collection, including the artefacts from Rokuya Kofun, remained unclear.

The Gowland Collection Survey Project has involved many scholars with various specialities led
by ICHINOSE Kazuo —#ifik (Kyoto Tachibana University H#BI&A’?) in collaboration with the British
Museum and the Sainsbury Institute for the Study of Japanese Arts and Cultures (SISJAC). Between
2011 and 2018, the Project has been investigating Gowland and his associated materials

distributed between Japan and Britain.

This publication is the 2nd issue of the Gowland Collection Survey Research Reports following
Hakuchozuka Kofun and the Yamamoto Mound Cluster in Takarazuka City, Hyogo published in 2017. While
investigating the Gowland Collection at the British Museum, the Survey Project researched not
only artefacts but also Gowland's hand-written records and other documentary materials, such as

photographs and drawings, including those associated with Rokuya Kofun.

In Japan, a modern survey of the Rokuya Mound Cluster was conducted as part of the Survey
Project. Here, the survey team re-discovered Rokuya Kofun excavated in 1881, thought to have
been destroyed, shown on the survey map and presented in this publication for the first time.
Furthermore, a literary survey of documentary materials relating to Rokuya Kofun held by
Japanese institutions was carried, out and through this research clarified the circumstances around

how Gowland acquired the artefacts.
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(2) Overview of Rokuya Kofun.
The physical characteristics of Rokuya Kofun uncovered by the Survey Project are as follows:

1. Burial mound.

Rokuya Kofun is located in the mid-western section of the Kameoka basin, west of the Oi-gawa
river KH##/1[; situated on a southern slope of Gyo6ja-san hill 7%l (altitude: 430m). This slope was
known Chanoki-yama Z&/Alll (altitude: 281.8m) until at least the 1880s. When the mound was
initially excavated, it was believed to be circular. Our modern survey has confirmed that the
circular section on the northwest side has a diameter of 38.0m and a height of 5 to 8m. We also
found a protuberance with a height of 2.0m, a length of 16.0m, and 8.0m at its widest point.
Although this hypothesis must be tested by a future excavation, it is possible that the mound was,

in fact, keyhole-shaped (or circular with a protuberance) and 55.0m in total length.

2. Structure of the stone burial chamber.

The burial chamber was a rectangular, flat-roofed corridor-style, with a stone shelf and stone
partition built into the back wall. Plans of the chamber were made during the original
investigations, but neither ENDO nor Gowland investigated the interior of the chamber firsthand.

Therefore, there is little reliable evidence to estimate the dimension of the chamber.

3. Archaeological context of the artefacts discovered.
As a result of examining Gowland's documentary materials and the illustrations #zX drawn by
ENDO, the locations of the artefacts at the time of excavation can be restored as follows:
[On top of the stone shelf] Various horse trappings including a horse bit.
[Underneath the stone shelf, behind the stone partition] Fragmentary gilt bronze objects (double
fish-shaped sword ornament), glass and other varieties of beads, an iron sword and fragmentary
human remain(?).
[In front of the stone shelf] An iron sword and pedestal jars with miniature decorative pots on

their shoulders.

4. Artefacts held in the Gowland Collection.
As a result of examining the illustrations drawn by ENDO and Gowland's hand-written records,
the following artefacts can be identified as those excavated from Rokuya Kofun:
[Swords] two iron swords, one twisted pommel ring, one double fish-shaped sword ornament.
[Horse trappings] a pair of f-shaped cheek plates attached to either end of a bit, a pair of
octagonal cheek plates attached to either end of a bit, a set of saddle fittings, five sword-shaped
(halberd-shaped) horse pendants, ten pentagonal horse pendants, one cup-shaped crupper strap
union, ten cup-shaped strap unions, twenty two square ornamental fittings with apertures, four
fingernail-shaped ornamental fittings.
[Beads] two glass beads, one clay bead (neither yet identified).
[Stoneware] four pedestal jars with miniature decorative pots on their shoulders, one lid from

the pedestal jars with miniature decorative pots on their shoulders, one lid of bowl, one bowl,
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one storage jar, one pot (currently unlocated).

5. Evaluating the date of Rokuya Kofun and its archaeological significance.

The evidence for the date of construction for Rokuya Kofun is as follows: (1) the stone burial
chamber, (2) the iron sword ornaments, (3) the horse harnesses, and (4 ) the stoneware.

Based on the available evidence, we can extrapolate that Rokuya Kofun was constructed in the
Late Kofun period, during the third quarter of the sixth century A.D. (MT85 stage of the stoneware
typological chronology).

The grave goods are believed to have been left as offerings to an individual interred below the
stone shelf at the back of the stone burial chamber. It is very unlikely that any additional
interment took place. Owing to the abundance of grave goods and the unusual structure of the
stone burial chamber with a stone shelf and partition, Rokuya Kofun is considered to be the tomb
of a leader or chief within the mound cluster. This interpretation would gain strong support from
the possibility that Rokuya Kofun was a 55.0m long keyhole-shaped mounded tomb because
mounded tombs of that form are considered to hold elite status.

The nearby site Haida No.16 Kofun #H16%54, that was built slightly earlier than Rokuya Kofun,
also gives us a clue to understanding the rank of the individual buried in Rokuya Kofun. The
Haida No.16 Kofun is situated on another slope of Gy6ja-san hill, and characterized by the
adoption of a stone shelf. It is also the only keyhole-shaped mounded tomb in the Haida Mound
Cluster. Therefore, it would appear that generations of local chiefs in the Kameoka basin adopted
corridor-style horizontal burial chambers with a stone shelf.

Furthermore, the deposition of a sword with twisted pommel ring, decorated with a very rare
double fish-shaped sword ornament, as well as two sets of ornamental horse trappings is very
unusual. Since any additional interment is very unlikely, these all appear to have been offered to
the same individual. It is also important to note that, if Rokuya Kofun was indeed keyhole-shaped,
the length of 55.0m would make it the largest among all the keyhole-shaped mounded tombs in
the Kameoka basin. As such, it is possible to interpret that the swords and horse trappings were
directly given by the higher-ranking elite in the central polity.

At the same time, the adoption of corridor-style horizontal burial chambers with characteristic
stone shelves suggests some connection between local elites of the Kinokawa river basin #2./)I[#ii
(modern Wakayama City ##lifi) and the Kyushu district Juhi#t/; where the adoption was
relatively common. The deposition of pedestalled stoneware jars with miniature decorative pots on
their shoulders also suggests a relationship with local elites buried in the Sagano Mound Cluster
RS & HRE in northwestern Kyoto City, a southeastern neighbor of the Kameoka City. These elite
interactions were at the local level, and we assume that these did not take place under the
directives of the central polity. The results of Gowland's investigations into the Rokuya Kofun and
our re-examinations of data related to it continue to make important contributions to our
understanding of the relationships between high-ranking local elites in the Kameoka basin, those
of other regions and the central polity at different levels.

This work was supported by JSPS KAKENHI Grant Numbers JP24320160, JP15H03270.

(ISAHAYA Naoto, Translated by Luke Edgington-Brown and SASAKI Ken'ichi)
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(Translated by Edgington-Brown and SASAKI)
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