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The Distribution System of Chinaware in the Recent period as seen from Excavated
Specimens recovered from the Old Tombs and Graves

i

ARAKAKI Tsutomu

ABSTRACT : In Okinawa, the deceased used to be buried with materials that they had used so that they could
live in the same way in the afterlife. That is, most chinaware in the old tombs/graves were used by the person
in their lifetime, Therefore, the analysis of the chinaware would shed light on distribution systems. Based on
such analysis, in the main island of Okinawa, Chinese chinaware was preferred during the 17th century AD. On
the other hand, after the 18th century, preference was given to Okinawa-produced chinaware. However, in the
satellite and Sakishima islands, China-and Japan-produced chinaware were still preferred. The result indicates
that since glazed chinaware manufacture was restricted only on the main island of Okinawa, the main island of

Okinawa had a different distribution system than did the other islands.
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Shika deer bones Excavated from Shuri Castle and Tenkai Temple

(=N

SUCAWARA Hiroshi

ABSTRACT : The Shuri Castle and neighboring sites such as the Tenkai Temple often yield the remains of Shika
deer, which is not native to the Okinawa islands. Based on comparative studies with modern deer specimens,
Shika deer bones recovered from the region belong to Cervus nippon. Furthermore, it is possible to further
classify them into subspecies by measuring the size of the bones. The smaller are C. nippon keramae, C. nippon
vakushimae, and C. nippon mageshimae; the larger ones are C. nippon pulchellus, C. nippon nippon, C. nippon
centralis and C. nippon yesoensis.

The analysis of these bones shed light on the external relationship of the Ryukyu Kingdom. The analysis
indicates that C. nippon was brought to the Okinawa Islands several times. One of the reasons that Shika deer
were imported was for consumption as indicated by the presence of cut marks. Ryukyu-koku-yurai-ki (the
genesis of the Ryukyu Kingdom), describes that in the early 17th century deer were carried from Satuma into
Ryukyu. Additionally some documents record that venison was one of the menu items with which the king
regaled Chinese envoys. Thus the existence of C. nippon remains from Shuri and Tenkai Temple evidences

some form of relationship among Ryukyu, China, and Japan.
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Human Remains recovered from the Ufutobaru Shellmidden,
Yomitan Village, Okinawa Prefecture
- Physical characteristics of the Ufutobaru population -

KGN W« Fofil Todfifd « plisa BL - AR RERA - KK 5
KRB B« Bl JRE - BAE 3G - K fE

KOBASHIGAWA Takeshi KATAGIRI Chiaki TOKUMINE Rie MOTOMURA Marii, OSHIRO Ayurmni,
TENGAN Mizue SUGAWARA Hiroshi,DOI Naomi, YONEDA Minoru

ABSTRACT : The Ufutobaru shellmidden is located in Yomitan Village, located in the central region of the main
island of Okinawa and dated to the Late Shellmidden period (the Early Yayoi-Heian periad). It was excavated
in 1972 and 1989. These two seasons of excavations yielded human remains. The skull of cne of the
individuals was covered by pottery. Human bones were concentrated in some areas. The date of these human
bone clusters is not clear since no datable artifacts were associated with them. We examined these human
remains. Consequently, in addition to the individual whose skull was covered by pottery, there are eighteen
other individuals. Their age and sex are: twelve adult males (MNI), five adult females, and one young adult
of unknown sex. Morphologically, both males and females have small skulls and have well developed upper
limbs compared to the lower limbs. These morphological characteristics are consistent with other prehistoric
populatiens in the region. Furthermore, three individuals each had four canine teeth extracted from their

mandibles. This was practice was also common in the Amami and Okinawa archipelagos during prehistoric

times.
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Human Remains recovered from the Shiru area of Furuzamamibaru district,
Zamami Village, Okinawa Prefecture

s YL - PN TR - DRRI W - ARES REAK - KK A
PN S = 0 TN U W R - & S ST -

TOKUMINE Rie, KATAGIRI Chiaki KOBASHIGAWA Takeshi MOTOMURA Marii OSHIRO Ayurmi,
TENGAN Mizue SUGAWARA Hiroshi, DO Naomi, YONEDA Minoru

ABSTRACT : The Furuzamaibaru district in the Zamami Village, Okinawa Prefecture, is located on Zamami
island in the Kerama archipelago. Human remains were recovered from the Shiru area, at the southern end
of a sand dune in the southern part of Zamai island. It has been thought that human remains recovered from
the Shiru area are prehistoric because they share morphological similarities with the Gushikawa island sites
in Izena Village, and the Momenbaru and Ufutobaru sites in Yomitan Village. The possible practice of teeth

extraction also implies that they are prehistoric. However, because these human bones were scattered in
the Shiru area and without datable artifacts, the age of these bones was unclear. We have examined these
human bones. At least three adult males, three adult females, and one young adult individual have been
identified. These are all dried bones. Osteological analysis suggests that these individuals are characterized
by 1) hyperbrachy cephalic (round head) and 2) well developed upper limbs compared to the lower limbs.
These traits also characterize prehistoric populations in the southwestern archipelago. Four canines had been
extracted from each of the mandibles. Therefore, the human remains recovered from the Shiru area are likely

prehistoric. Furthermore, dental caries, enamel hypoplasia,, and specialized ware patterns are also present.
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A Polished Stone Axe Surface Collected at the Shinzato Site in Motobu Town

Kb W5 - Ene RRIA
OHORI Kohei, ZUKERAN Chojun

ABSTRACT : This paper reports a stone axe found during surface survey at the Shinzato site in Motobu
Town. It is identified as an axe because the blade has an asymmetrical edge and use-wear damage consisting
of diagonal lines. The axe is made of green schist and is elaborately polished. When the axe is compared
with other polished stone axes, it is similar to axes that are classified as “refined.” It is further classified into
the corner square tubular-shaped type. This is one of types in the refined stone axe style. A chip off at the
base might have been produced as a result of its use or it might imply that the axe was in the process of
morphological modification from a refined form to a crudely made form. At the present time, we do not have
enough data to examine these suggestions.

We think it is urgent to establish a stone tool typology. including axes, for the Ryukyu archipelago. We also
suggest that it is necessary to conduct field research, reexamine previously excavated stone tools, and compare

data obtained from other regions. We also insist that it is important to adopt analytical methods developed in

other parts of Japan.
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The life of the Uuchibaru as seen from the Shiiri
- Excavation Research of the Northen Uuchibaru area, Shuri Castle site in 2007 fiscal year -

(LU NE

NAKAZA Hisayoshi

ABSTRACT * When the Shuri Castle was excavated during the 2007 fiscal year, a structure called the Shiiri was
unearthed. It was made of stones and believed to have been used as a garbage dump. The feature yielded not
only chinaware dating to the 17th century AD but also numerous ecofacts. From these data. it is possible to
reconstruct past lifeways at the Uuchibaru. This paper attempts to reconstruct past lifeways at the site based

on recovered materials and interviews with elder people who knew about the Shuri Castle in the early 1900s.
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The Forging and Casting Atelier at the Iri-no-azana-ato, Shuri Castle

L
UEHARA shizuka

ABSTRACT ! The Iri-no-azana-ato, located in the western part of the Shuri Castle, was excavated from July
to August in 1991. The excavation yielded materials that imply the presence of the metal atelier that was
managed by the government. The materials consisted of furnaces, molds, melting pots (crucibles), tuyeres, as
well as a large amount of iron and bronze filings. Based on the analysis of the molds, the atelier was apparently
used to manufacture temple bells and Hatome coins as well as other metal objects that were used in the Castle.

The atelier operated from the 15th to 16th centuries AD.
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