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Reorganization of the Skeletal Remains from Shiitachi Site, Gushikawa Island
- Fired Bones and Burial Method -

PR T il - /KE) 1B - ESSSRIRCT « b3
Katagiri Chiaki, Kobashigawa Takeshi, Shimabukuro Rieko, Doi Naomi

ABSTRACT:This paper presents the result of studying skeletal remains unearthed from Shiitachi site in
Gushikawa island of Izena-son, Okinawa prefecture. The site is located on a sand dune below a rock shelter
that faces the ocean, and it had been used as a cemetery for a certain period of time. The site was excavated
from 1977 to 1981 by the Izena-son Board of Education, with support from Okinawa Prefectural Board of
Education. As a result, a number of Jomon-period skeletal remains were recovered. Most of the bones that
were found did not reflect an anatomical layout; instead, the specimens were chiefly collected bones and were
organized into a proper manner for purposes of study.

Based on this reorganization, the number of buried bodies was estimated to be 62. Not only dried hones
(63%) but also fired ones (37%) exist in the collection. The latter consists of a “bleached-and-fired group” (bones
burned after an initial burial period, 24%) and a “body-fired group” (bones burned in the process of cremation,
13%). Therefore, this site includes a certain proportion of cremated bodies.

This site shows an early stage of aerial sepulture practice that is commonly known in Okinawa, and is

considerably important for clarifying the prehistoric culture of Okinawa. Further examination and evaluation of
the site is required.
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History of the Study on Southern-island Nail-marked Pottery Culture
- Typological Comparison of Southern-island Nail-marked Pottery (Supplement) -

ABSTRACT : The author demonstrated in a former paper that the Nail-marked pottery of the Southwest
Archipelago and Kyushu belong to the different groups in terms of typology. Since the dates and chronological
position of the Southwest-archipelago group are not clear, it was necessary to show that they had no relation
to the Nail-marked pots of Incipient Jomon culture through a typological study. However, the author realized
that a portion of the Nail-marked pottery from Fukui cave in Nagasaki prefecture resembles to Yabuchi type
pottery, and that the conclusion of the former paper should be reconsidered. Moreover, the general description
employed in the former paper was insufficient to organize various problems about the pottery.

This paper reconsiders the genealogy of Southern-island Nail-marked pottery and organize other problems

as well. Its origins cannot be located in Kyushu, Korean peninsula or Southeast Asia, therefore, it must have
developed locally.
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Trade Ceramics Study in Okinawa
- Focusing on the 14th to 16th Century -

WUFTPTt + (AT - R B - ST - ZERERNTE - MRl

Seto Tetsuya, Niou Kouji, Tamashiro Yasushi, Miyagi Hiroki, Azama Mitsuru, Matsubara Satoshi

ABSTRACT : A number of trade ceramics have been found from Gusuku and settlement sites of
14-16th century in Okinawa. Analysis of these ceramics is indispensable for explaining the sites,
however, an analysis method has not been established in Okinawa. As a first step, the authors have
studied the classification and chronology of Chinese ceramics that prevails among the artifacts in
hope of establishing a common understanding. In particular, based on the previous studies, celadon,
which are found in great numbers, were selected for the classification together with white porcelain,
blue and white porcelain and pottery. As a conclusion, the periodical chronology is discussed on the

basis of the classification and assemblage of each site in Okinawa. This paper is an interim report
for the study.
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Temper Analysis and Verification of Artifacts Excavated in Ouchibaru Site,
West Sector, Shuri Castle Site

IAIERR,  EHE - RFERE T ARk

Yamamoto Masaaki, Ueda Keiichi, Yahagi Kenji, [shioka Tomotake

ABSTRACT : In 2006, the excavation of the west sector of Ouchibaru site in Shuri Castle yielded various
artifacts such as roof-tiles from Korea, Yamato (the Japanese main islands) and China, as well as clay tiles
(sen), tile-ware pottery. local ceramics and other ceramics. Temper analysis was carried out for some of these
artifacts in order to determine the area of production. with a special focus on the Korean and Japanese roof-
tiles. The method of analysis is the optical observation of thin sections. The density and grain assemblage
of sands, mineral fragments and micro-fossils were the main subject of observation. From comparing the
specimens, the mineral assemblages of Korean, Japanese and Chinese roof-tiles were found to be similar.
Compared to the roof-tiles and Okinawa ceramics, the Gusuku pottery showed much variation in mineral
assemblage, suggesting that the pottery material tends to reflect its local production and that the clay source
of roof-tiles and Okinawa ceramics was possibly limited to a certain district. There are only a few examples of
temper analysis for the roof-tiles, pottery and Okinawa ceramics. These results should contribute to the study
of production sourcing in the future.
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Kakeboku Bomb Shelter
-A Report of a Salvage Excavation Prior to Sewer Construction-

PRI BT R A S - PRI EEO e e 2 2 —

Nisihara-cho Board of Education / Okinawa Prefectural Archeclogical Center

ABSTRACT : Kakeboku bomb shelter is a horizontal tunnel on the hillside, dug during WWIL.

The

size of the tunnel is small so that it may have been designed for a single family. Some dining goods

such as bowl, plate and iron pot were unearthed as well as one set of skeletal remains in the shelter.

This shelter, located in Aza-Kakeboku of Nishihara-cho, Okinawa prefecture, was discovered in

November 14, 2005, in the course of the sewer construction. The excavation was carried out for

the purpose of data recovery. This is a report of the excavation results.
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Maritime Gifts

A
Kishimoto Yoshihiko

ABSTRACT : The latter half of the Late Okinawa Shell-mound Period corresponds to the Yayoi Period of the
Kyushu district. The culture of this period in Okinawa is characterized by an extensive use of shells, reflecting
the fine maritime environment of the islands. The agricultural economy prevailed over Kyushu at that time,
and in order to display their social power local chiefs of northwestern Kyushu preferred to own shell bracelets
made of large conches such as gohoura (Strombus Latissimus) and imogai (Conidae) from the southern islands..

Such conches naturally became the major trade goods in Okinawa, and the shell-mound builders had received
much benefit from the ocean, that is, ‘maritime gifts" .
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BOOK REVIEW: TAWADA SHINJYUN “TOEN ZUISO” , “TOEN ZUISO 27

2T R
Asato  Shijun

ABSTRACT : Tawada Shinjun is one of the pioneers of Okinawa archaeology. His paper, “Distribution of
Shell Mounds and a Concept of Chronology in Ryukyu Islands” , published in 1956, became a foundation for
Okinawa archaeology. Two years earlier, Tawada also had written two articles related to this paper for a local
newspaper, but these articles were not included in his anthology, published in 1980. This review aims to re-

introduce those articles in order to further the development of Okinawa archaeology.
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