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SUMMARY

The Sakurai household in Tagi is a separate household of the Kabeya Sakurai family located in Ai
village of Shimane prefecture's Nita county, known as one of the big three iron-working families
in Inner Izumo. The Tagi Sakurai household operated an iron manufacturing business in inner
Tagi-Miyamoto and Kuchitagi in Taki Town of Shimane prefecture's Hikawa county for about 250
years, from Kaneiyear 17 (1640) until Meiji year 21 (1888).
The Sakurai family didn't only involve themselves with ironworks, they are also recognized to
have worked in land cultivation, road construction, and some public projects.
The Taki Town Board of Education took interest in this large hometown industry, and in Heisei
year 15 (2003) commenced a 2-year long general study of the Sakurai family's iron manufacture.
This study includes inquiries into the location, business structure, customs, stone remains,
and literature of the ironworks, as well as a look into how the ironworks affected Taki as a whole.
Also, since Showa year 58 (1983), there has been a detailed study of the relevant remains in
Taki Town to determine the location of as many of the iron works plant's buildings as possible.
There have been historical remains assumed to be connected with the Sakurai family found not
only in Taki Town, but also in neighboring Ohda city, Koryo Town, and Sada town.. The
current study has confirmed 16 locations where remains have been found within Taki. These
items include remains from smelting, remains from blacksmithing and blacksmith training, and
also building ruins. There have also been confirmed pieces of ceramics and porcelain and other
manufacture-related items, which indicate prosperous iron manufacture in more recent times.
The literature study involves reviewing "Nennen miaichou", Tetsuzan shoumon shounikki", and
many documents about the ancestry of the Sakurai family in order to produce a "Tagi Sakuraike
tatara Seitetsukankei Nenpyou (A detailed chronology of the Sakurai family and the ironworks) "
and to affirm the details of the achievements of the Sakurai family from the middle of the Edo
period to the beginning of the Meiji period.
The emphasis of the above-mentioned investigation is to learn the truth about the actual affairs of
the Sakurai family and the iron manufacture industry in Taki, and to examine the historical
significance of the family in Taki.
These historical records and especially the ruins in the inner Tagi-Miyamoto district remain in
very favorable condition. These remains include the Sakurai family cemetery and family temple,
the thick stonewall at the back of the ruins of the Sakurai family main residence, Kanayago-shrine,
the ruins of miners' dwellings, stone objects in the public cemetery, and the composition of the
iron ore mines. From now it is essential that we quickly draft a practical plan for the conservation
of these historical ruins. We will present the plan to the public, and we hope to convince the
people of Taki Town of the advantages of preserving these ruins and to convince them of the

relevance of this history to their own lives. (Paul Irwin)
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