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VI SUMMARY

VI. SUMMARY

Zasshonokuma site is located at the center of Fukuoka plains that stretch over Fukuoka City, Japan.
It is placed about 10km from Hakata bay and at an altitude of approximately 25m. The 14th and 15th
excavation investigations were executed before the apartment construction on the archaeological site.

The Fukuoka City Board of Education took a primary role in this project regarding administrative
control and academic guidance. Okasan Livic Co., the archacological research section was in charge
of the actual excavation, the material organization, and the report on these investigations.

I will make a brief report on the result of this investigation.

Nineteen pit dwelling marks were discovered on the 14th investigation and eight pit dwelling marks
on the 15th investigation. We have found a large number of life tools which include bowls, lids, jars,
plates of the Sue ware, and jars of Haji ware. These tools were mainly used during the Nara Period of
the early eighth century, when they had lived in the pit dwellings. However, we have never found the
pit dwelling marks of other periods. The excavated dwelling clusters were formed quickly but they
disappeared within a limited time of fifty years thereafter.

As a background, I can imagine that these dwelling clusters were residence for the people who
worked for administrative and military reform, along with the centralization process of the Yamato
Court. Once they completed the reform, they did not need to reside in the pit dwellings any longer and
the dwellings lost its “raison d’etre.”

The most notable result of the 15th investigation was the discovery of the wooden coffins of the
carliest Yayoi period. They were much older than the pit dwelling marks of the 14th excavation. Three
out of four wooden coffins were found with a polished stone dagger with a hilt in. It is the very first
time in Japan that complete figure of three polished stone daggers with a hilt were discovered all at
once from the one site. The stone dagger with a hilt is made from one stone material and precisely
polished up. They were distributed from Liaodong to a Korean peninsula and Maritime Provinces and
had been discovered mostly in northern part Kyushu.

The stone daggers were found with the Yuusu style earthenware pots, which belong to the very first
stage of the Yayoi period. This was around the same time when rice agricultural skills were brought
into the Japanese archipelago from the Chinese Continent. Along with the advanced farming skills
and stone daggers which were made in imitation of its bronze sword, these too, were imported from
the Continent.

In fact, it is possible to clarify the real calendrical age of the stone daggers through cross dating,
using the original model of the bronze sword and investigating the historical material of the East
Asian Continent. However, there are still a few questions remaining in order to specify the original
model. Most likely, the Liaoning style bronze sword, which developed in Liaodong, could be the
model of the stone daggers. This consideration raises a new point of view for the time when the Yayoi
period had exactly begun. Surprisingly, it may have begun in the sixth century B.C., which reveals a
several century gap from the current estimated year.

In association with this, the noteworthy result of the carbon-14 dating technology has been
presented recently, which reported the beginning of the Yayoi period to be in the tenth century B.C.

The fortunate discovery of the three polished stone daggers with a hilt is so important because we
now, should reconsider the Yayoi period in historical circumstances over the East Asian Continent.

Takashi Horizono
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The 14th and I 5th Excavation Report of Zassh'onokuma Site

s E.\LGV(HE()H and Studies of ZASSHONOKUMA SITE in FUKUOKA =

This report w111 cover the 14th and lﬁth exuavatlorp mvestlgatlons of the

Zasshonokuma érchdeologlcal sitein Fukuoka Japan. ‘: : ‘
\ _

! j 1

In this particdhr invesiigation, we !uwe ciiqcé)vered three wbodeﬁ coiﬁln graves from
the earliest slage of Yaym Period. In These graves there were three piolnhed stone
daggers with a hllt and pollxhed stone arrowheé.ds which are considered to have been
brought from the Chinese continent. ThlS is a valuable dlscoVery 1o knm? how the rice
farming cultuni had spread in Japan. Many pit’ dwellmgs from the early :elghth century
were also dlscqvercd It has demonstrated the fact that a cluster of dwel lings had been
formed in this|site. We lgave also found a numb_el of relics, including Sue and Haji

I T |
wares. e 5 ] \ {
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