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Sasai Sites VII: 12" campaign of the excavation

Fukuoka city, which is located in the northern region of Kyushu, played an important role in Japanese history as an
entrance to accept culture, men and things from the Asian continent.

Fukuoka Airport as a gateway of Modern times need a new facility due to rapid increased air traffics; therefore, the
rescuer excavations of the Sasai sites was carried out before development.

The Sasai sites are situated at a low terrace on the east bank of Mikasa River, and the area including the Sasai sites
is known to the oldest one for the rice cultivation in Japan. Near the sites including the Itazuke site, important sites
of the Yayoi period have been found. As a result, the excavation of the Sasai sites was expected to came to light the
settlement and rice cultivation gf the beginning of the Yayoi period.

The excavations of 1991 through 1998 lasted the thirteen campaigns, and during the campaigns archaeological
remains and artifacts belonging to the early Yayoi period (4 century B.C.) through the late Heian period (11* cen-
tury A.D.) were unearthed. The Sasai sites helped to bring us the important archaeological finds and results.

This is the report of the 12t campaign. Excavated area is just west of the area of the 10% campaign. Archaeological
remains belonging to the I through II phase were excavated.

T phase belongs to rice fields as found in the excavated area of 10% campaign; they were found with a neatly plan
in rectangular shape beneath a thick layer of sand. Unearthed objects seem to be dated to about the 9 century A.D.
Wooden-human figures were unearthed. They were used for a ceremony held by the government, and they seem to
indicate that there were a public house as an administrative office and a road near.

I phase belongs to the settlement of the late Yayoi through the early Kofun period ( 3 through 4th century A.D.).
Pit-dwellings, pits, and holes filled in piled earthenwares were unearthed, and many wooden objects were found in a
hollow either. These archaeological remains and objects can help to imagine not only daily life and feligious attitude,
but also agricultural tools of those days.

I phase belongs to the settlement of the Barly Yayoi through the first half of the Middle Yayoi period (3 through
15t century B.C.). Pit-dwellings, pits, tombs, and hollows were unearthed. Above all, wooden objects were found in a
hollow of the Yayoi period, and they can help to understand rice farming and technology of making wooden tools in
those days.

IV phase was not found, but four circular ditches were uncovered. They are thought to be small barns to keep pigs,

As a result of 12t campaign, we could confirm the westernmost area of the settlement of the Yayoi through Kofun
period. Assistant Prof. Shinichiro Fujio dates jars of the earliest and early phases of the Yayoi period by carbon

attached the surface. This data is shown in the supplement.
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Results of the 12th excavation of the Sasai sites
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