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KOROKAN

The Korokan was originally called the “Tsukusi-no-murozumi”, but the name was
changed to “Korokan” in the ealy Heian period. The Korokan was used as an official
guest-house.

The Korokan,from the second half of the 7th century to the 11th century,not
only served as an entertaining and boarding facility for delegates and merchants
from Tang and Silla,and Japanese envoys and students going to Tang and Silla, but
also served as an international trading post.Moreover,the Korokan was the most
advanced place of international exchange in ancient Japan.

The year 1993 marked the first year of the second excavation, the main purpose of
which, was to confirm the existance of any sites on the northwestern part of the the
hill on which the Korokan was lcocated.To grasp a general understanding of the
excavation area, nine trenches were dug.These trenches resulted in the unearthing
of the foundations of a 17-19th-century earthenwall, and the foundation platform of
a building.The exact scale of the building, however, was unable to be
confirmed. Topographical studies suggest the greater part of the excavation area was
a sandy plain in ancient times.No archaeological features or artefacts related to the

Korokan were discovered during this excavation.
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