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The Nara Palace Site, a Specal Historic Site
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The Nara Capital and Palace

The Nara capital (710-784) was an ancient capital

spanning the areas of the modern cities of Nara and Yamatokoriyama.
Designed after the Tang Chinese capital of Changan,

it was built with broad and narrow streets forming a grid.

With the Nara palace at the center of its northern end, the capital was traversed
from its main entrance, the Rajomon gate to the south,

to Suzakumon gate, the main entry to the palace by Suzaku avenue, 75 meters
wide and lined with willow and pagoda trees.

The population is estimated at approximately 100,000,

and as many as 6,500 bureaucrats were held to work at the Nara palace.

As the total population of Japan at the time is estimated at around 6 million,
or one-twentieth of its modern level,

the Nara capital was truly a great metropolis in its day.

Investing and researching the Nara capital and palace sites is indispensable

for knowing the history of the Nara period as a whole.
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Outline of the Institute

The Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties is
an organization committed to comprehensive research on cultural
heritage. Nara is an ancient capital, known as “Nanto” (southern
capital), and because a wealth of ancient architecture and histori-
cal works of art survives, researching these materials in compre-
hensive fashion was the reason for the Institute’s establishment.
Since the question of the Nara palace site’s preservation rose up
in the mid-1950’s, the Institute has advanced full-scale excava-
tion and research at both the Nara and Asuka/Fujiwara palace
districts.

The results of these efforts have been utilized both domesti-
cally and internationally in research and in academic exchanges
regarding the development of ancient capitals. Also, techniques
for preservation, reconstruction, and presentation, developed by
the Institute for the conservation of precious cultural properties,
have been utilized for sites and artifacts throughout Japan and
across the world. Circulating information about the results of our
research and investigations, and putting them on public display at
the Nara Palace Site Museum and the Asuka Historical Museum,
are vital tasks for the Institute.

In addition, the Institute is giving technical support and coop-
eration in restoration for cultural properties involved in the Great
East Japan Earthquake that occurred in March 2011.
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History of the Institute

The Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties
was founded in 1952 as an auxiliary organization of the National
Commission for Protection of Cultural Properties, the prede-
cessor of the current Agency for Cultural Affairs, with a view
to conducting research on cultural properties. At the time of its
inception, the Institute was composed three research divisions,
specializing in art, architecture, and history, as well as a General
Affairs Division. Subsequently, the problem of preserving the
Nara palace site led to the inception of the Division of Heijo
Palace Site Investigations in 1963. In 1973, the Division of the
Asuka/Fujiwara Palace Site Investigations was established, and in
1973, the Asuka Historical Museum was established, prompted
by a Cabinet resolution made in 1970 as part of the governmenct’s
efforts to preserve the cultural properties of the Asuka area, In or-
der to help meet the demand for rescue excavations conducted by
local governments, the Center for Archaeological Operations was
established in 1974 to train local excavators and provide advices
to local authorities.

As part of the Japanese Government’s reform initiatives, na-
tional research institutes belonging to government ministries
and agencies are undergoing reorganization. Consequently, the
National Research Institure for Cultural Properties, Tokyo, and
the Nara National Cultural Properties Research Institure were
integrated and reorganized as branches of the Independent Ad-
ministrative Institution in April 2001. Further, in April 2007, the
Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties became
one unit of the Independent Administrative Institution National
Institute for Cultural Heritage, created through a merger with
the Independent Administrative Institution, National Museums.
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M April 1952

The Institute was established as an auxiliary organization of the National
Commission for Protection of Cultural Properties, with a General Af-
fairs Division, Historical Research Division, Architecture Research Di-
vision, and Art Research Division, at 50 Kasugano-cho, Nara.
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W July 1954

The Institute was officially named the Nara National Cultural Properties
Research Institute.
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H October 1960

The office of the Heijo Palace Site Investigations opened in the former
Nara palace site in Sakihigashi-machi, Nara.

W1963% FEF138E4H M April 1963
SRR E MRS PE A ASEE & F The Division of Heijo Palace Site Investigations was established.
W19684F “HEF143568 W June 1968

AT AR Z OB & 7% %

The Agency for Cultural Affairs was established, with the Institute under
its control.
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M April 1970
The Nara Palace Site Museum opened.

W19734 BEFN48 48 W April 1973

RATRR - TR R JEU B B S AR AR - TR R & RRIE The Division of Asuka/Fujiwara Palace Site Investigations and the Asu-
ka Historical Museum were established. The Institute’s Accounting Sec-
tion was also established.

W19744 “BEFN49F 48 W April 1974
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The Department of General Affairs and the Center for
Archaeological Operations were established.
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HWMarch 1975

The Asuka Historical Museum opened at Okuyama, in the village of
Asuka, Nara prefecture.
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M April 1980
The Art Research Division transferred to the Research Center for Bud-
dhist Art, of the Nara National Museum.

W19804 “BEFN55F 42 M April 1980
A R 4NN s The Institute relocated to Nijo-cho, Nara. The Division of Heijo Palace
SRR BRSSO L e v 8 — BT AR Site Investigations and the Center for Archaeological Operations were
Bilnk & integrated into the Institute.
W 19884 HBF163ES A MW August 1988
ﬂ‘& o R DL B IR FE 9 B AT 4 2 AR IR T AR AT 94 - 1 A new headquarters building was built for the Division of Asuka/Fuji-
e wara Palace Site Investigations at 94-1, Kinomoto-cho, Kashihara, Nara
prefecture.
W2001 & *ERK13E4R W April 2001
MTATBOE AL ZET = RS i e & 7 % The National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Nara, was
granted the status of independent administrative institution.
W20074EFRE 1948 M April 2007
MSZATBOE NE S SCAL B 4 oL ik ge T & It became the Independent Administrative Institution National Insti-
A tute for Cultural Heritage, Nara National Research Institute for Cul-

tural Properties.
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Department of Planning and Coordination

The Department of Planning and Coordination is responsible
for the comprehensive planning and coordination of matters re-
lated to research conducted by the Nara National Research Insti-
tute for Cultural Properties and also promotes public utilization
of the results. In addition, it fosters the collection and dissemina-
tion of information as a national center for research related to
cultural properties conservation, and provides expert cooperation
and advice to national and regional public institutions while also
coordinating joint research projects with them. The cooperation
furnished to the Agency for Cultural Affair’s project for preserv-
ing and udilizing the murals of the Takamatsuzuka and Kitora
tombs, along with the proposal to the Ministry of Land, Infra-
structure, Transport and Tourism of a design for the exhibition
facility, is one good example.

For the execution of these projects, the Department has five
Sections, with the following duties divided among them.

The Planning and Coordination Section is responsible for
the planning and coordination of training programs directed at
employees of regional public institutions, and for providing sup-
port and advice regarding archaeological excavations and cultural
properties conservation conducted by regional governments and
other organizations throughout the nation.

The Data and Information Section maintains and enhances the
Institute’s information system, and gathers, maintains, and pro-
vides data and materials related to cultural properties.

The International Cooperation Section plans joint research
with China and Korea, and operates and manages academic ex-
changes, technical training, and international cooperation with
other foreign countries, such as Afghanistan, Irag, Cambodia,
and Viet Nam.

The Exhibition Section distributes the results of Institute re-
search publicly through the exhibitions at the Nara Palace Site
Museum and the Asuka Historical Museum.

‘The Photography Section produces and manages photographs
related to cultural properties. It also develops new technology for
photographing these materials.

(YRR e

On-site training in the “Course in Investigating the Traces of Disaster”
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Department of Cultural Heritage

The Department of Cultural Heritage has four sections; the
Historical Document, the Architectural History, the Cultural
Landscape, and the Sites Management Research Section, through-
out which it conducts specialized and comprehensive research
with regard to cultural materials such as historical documents
and other written materials, historical and traditional buildings,
cultural landscapes, and archaeological and historical sites plus
gardens.

The Historical Document Section is engaged in the research of
historical documents such as books and other written materials.
For historical documents, catalogs and photographic records are
being made at Kofukuji, Yakushiji, and other major temples in
Nara and around the Kinki region, and it promotes the publica-
tion of the works. For other written materials, items such as draw-
ings and woodblock carving are also investigated.

The Architectural History Section conducts research on archi-
tectural heritages through investigations of various types of extant
structures as well as through analyses of archaeological features,
and also collects, organizes, and publicizes materials related to ar-
chitectural cultural properties and groups of historic buildings.
The results of these activities are applied to conservation and
restoration of architectural cultural heritages in the country and
the cooperative work for the reconstruction of the Former Im-
perial Audience Hall compound at the Nara palace site, as well
as cooperative research for conservation of architectural heritages
overseas.

The Cultural Landscape Section conducts fundamental re-
search on cultural landscapes under the system established for
their protection in 2004, collects and organizes information on
cultural landscapes taken broadly from both domestic and foreign
fields of view, and through concrete examples of investigations,
conducts collaborative research concerning conservation policy
for cultural landscapes such as the devising of master plans.

The Sites Management Research Section conducts research on
the management system for proper conservation of a variety of
archaeological and historic sites. It promotes utilization of infor-
mation by publication and making database of research materials
related to site management activities carried out throughout the
country, and also utilizes this information and experience in pro-
viding cooperation to local governments engaged in site manage-
ment. It also carries out investigation for the history of Japanese
gardens and for conservation and restoration of the historic gar-
dens. For the purposes, it organizes and publicizes the database of
archaeologically excavated garden sites.
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Cultural Landscape Section: Expert Meetings on ‘Cultural Landscape Studies’
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Architectural History Section: Investigation of wooden materials replaced in
restoration work in Horyuji temple
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Site Management Research Section: An exhaustive investigation of a garden
in the city of Nara (at a subsidiary facility of Yakushiji temple)
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Historical Document Section: Investigation of documents at Toshodaiji temple
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Department of Imperial Palace Sites
Investigations (Heijo)

There are two sites in the Nara basin, the Nara (Heijo) and the
Fujiwara capitals, that are ancient cities referred to as /0. The
original meaning of #0j, a Chinese term, was a capital enclosed
by a wall. In China, walled capitals had already appeared by the
time of the Shang dynasty, around 1,800 BCE. In Japan, capitals
completed enclosed by walls never emerged, but a capital in the
sense of a planned city was built for the first time in the latter half
of the seventh century. This was the Fujiwara capital, which fol-
lowed a square horizontal plan.

The story of the emergence of the capital city and its subse-
quent change in Japan must be studied as an important thread
in the history of the state’s establishment in the midst of the tur-
bulent East Asian world from the seventh to the eighth centuries,
and constitutes a vital topic for research in ancient history.

Following Fujiwara, Nara was the nation’s capital for 74 years,
from 710 to 784. Since the “Nara Palace Site Excavation No. 17
was conducted in 1955, at one area of what was later clarified
as the roofed gallery of the Latter Imperial Audience Hall Com-
pound, the Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations
(Heijo) has conducted excavations in and around the Nara capital
more than 1,000 times up through March 2014.

In the conduct of an excavation, researchers with the Institute
in the various fields of archaeology, documentary history, archi-
tectural history, garden history, plus fields of archaeological sci-
ence and so forth such as conservation science, dendrochronol-
ogy, and environmental archaeology, join together in the task of
elucidating the nature of the site.

Research on the Nara capital, the political and cultural cen-
ter in the formative period of the Japanese state, holds a vital
place in the illumination of ancient history. While the research
results which have accumulated thus far are numerous, these re-
search activities are moreover highly rated both domestically and
abroad. In the area of international cooperation involving cultural
properties as well, which has received emphasis in recent years,
many contributions are being realized through utilization of the
knowledge and techniques accumulated during investigations of
ancient capital cities such as the Nara capital.
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Excavation in the Former Imperial Audience Hall Compound
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Excavation in the former precinct of Saidaiji temple (west of Yakushidod)

EEFraE MO FEIERE
Excavation at the remains of the Nishimuro of Kofukuji
temple
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Podium of the Main Hall with a surrounding pavement of roof tiles,
Yamadadera temple site

Department of Imperial Palace Sites
Investigations (Asuka/Fujiwara)

The Asuka/Fujiwara region of Nara prefecture, extending from
the village of Asuka to the city of Kashihara, was the historic set-
ting for the emergence of the ancient Japanese state, and served
as the political, economic, and cultural center from the end of
the sixth to the first part of the eighth centuries. Accordingly, a
variety of archaeological remains lie dormant beneath the ground,
including imperial palaces and the residences of elite families, the
sites of numerous temples including Asukadera, the oldest clois-
tered Buddhist temple in Japan, plus the remains of tombs, the
earthen podium of a water clock, and a workshop complex for the
production craft items. Also, in the northern half of this region
lies the Fujiwara capital, built on a rectangular grid spreading out
five kilometers on a side and centering on the Fujiwara palace,
located in the center of the capital and containing the emperor’s
residence, along with halls where ceremonies of state were con-
ducted.

Through the excavation of these sites, interdisciplinary investi-
gations are conducted by the Department with the aim of recon-
structing a concrete historic image of the ancient state. In addi-
tion to making these results publically available through public
viewings at excavations, publication of research results, exhibi-
tions at its main facility, the Department is also in charge of the
preservation of these sites and utilization for the public benefit.

ILBSFEE - REE ExX

Reconstructed plan of the eastern cloister and main hall, Yamadadera
temple
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Excavation in the court of the State Halls compound at Fujiwara palace: In a gravel-paved plaza, a line of post holes extending east-west was detected. The
Imperial Audience Hall remains and Mt. Miminari are visible in the distance. (from the southeast)

HEBERBENORE NITHABLTCERBOIETD,. 7itica
FICZHID . BZEBEH TAIMRIFERZ LTS EHHIBALT,
Excavation at the Amagashi no Oka Toroku site: To the north of a
previously investigated valley as well, leveling the hill to fill in the valley
for large-scale ground preparation is clearly seen in the first half of the
seventh century. (from the northeast)

s S £ - l
RBIRSFOREE POOMEDRERICH. FICEDIFELEYD S oz, (RND)
Excavation at the remains of Hinokumadera temple: There were fence and building
features to the southeast of the central cloister as well. (from the east)
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X-ray diffraction analysis of unearthed belt ornaent

Center for Archaeological
Operations

The Center for Archaeological Operations studies and Devel-
ops various methods and technologies for archaeological investi-
gations.

The Conservation Science Section conducts research in the
scientific conservation of artifacts and sites. It develops practical
technologies for material and structural analyses and for preserva-
tion and restoration of excavated objects. It also conducts research
to develop methods for diagnosing the deterioration of archaeo-
logical sites utilizing surveys of the preservation environment and
other earth science techniques.

The Environmental Archaeology Section conducts research on
the reconstruction of past environments, especially based on the
examinations of floral and faunal remains. It pursues research to
identify, based on traces left on bones recovered from archaeo-
logical sites, the tools used for processing these materials. It also
examines unfinished bone and antler tools in order to reconstruct
the method of manufacture.

The Dating Section conducts research which applies dendro-
chronology to the fields of archacology, history, and the histories
of art and architecture. At present it is particularly involved in
the development of non-destructive methods of dendrochronol-
ogy utilizing micro-focus CT scanning and digital imaging tech-
nology. Not being limited to wooden cultural properties, applied
research for clarifying the dates of occurrences of natural disasters
is also being carried out from dendrochronological measurements
of buried tree trunks and similar materials.

The Archaeological Research Methodology Section conducts
research on the investigation of archaeological sites, and on meth-
ods of surveying and prospection, in order to enhance the quality
of site investigation and research, and the efficiency of archaco-
logical excavation in Japan. Additionally, from the 2014 fiscal
year, construction of a database on traces of disaster has been
started as a new project.

In addition, with cooperation from other departments the
Center provides the latest information to the public regarding the
research activities of each of its sections and throughout the insti-
tute, through regular publication of the CAO news.

!'“'T‘""'“”u'm e
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B - FERARE | UAV [CX 2 EZ5ZEROHR
Archaeological Research Methodology Section: Testing a simple method for aerial photography using a drone

RIFELFMAE | RAFAARKOEHESEZE(CEBH S REREICHT D4E FREMRE  BABRELEOFHENRE
Enviromental Archaeology Section: Support for excavation in conjunction with reconstruction projects I
following the Great East Japan Earthquake Dating Section: A scene from the dendrochro-

nological investigation of an eighth-century
miniature wooden pagoda (hyakumanto) from
a private collection
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Asuka Historical Museum

‘This is a museum with a historical focus, which opened in 1975 at
Okuyama in the village of Asuka, in conjunction with special legislative
measures aimed at preserving the historic features of the Asuka region.
The Asuka period and region are the objects of its displays, with ex-
hibits made centering on the results of investigations conducted in the
Asuka area by the Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations
(Asuka/Fujiwara). In addition to the regular exhibits there are special
exhibitions held twice yearly in the spring and autumn, and lectures
have also been held. Recently, in order to make the Institute’s research
activities more widely known, planned exhibits based on the research
achievements of the Institute as a whole have been held.

The regular exhibit consists of Exhibit Halls 1 and 2. Exhibit Hall
1 is currently under renovation, but maintains a temporary exhibit on
the themes of palaces, stone objects, mounded tombs, temples, plus the
Soga clan, in order to promote knowledge of the history of the Asuka
period. The palace exhibit shows the changes which have become clear,
through excavations conducted in the central part of Asuka, in the pre-
cinct of the traditional site of the Asuka Itabuki palace, and there is
also a model of features of the Mizuochi site, well known as the locus
of a water clock accompanying the palace, plus a model reconstruction
of the water clock itself. For stone objects, along with a stone carving
with male and female images and a stone representation of Mt. Sum-
eru, both Important Cultural Properties, displayed within the museum,
there is a life-size replica of the tortoise-shaped stone basin recovered
from the Sakafuneishi site, plus replicas of stone objects displayed in
the museum’s garden, some of them spouting water to recreate their
original condition. For mounded tombs, artifacts recovered from the
Takamatsuzuka tomb are exhibited, along with life-size replicas of the
murals of the Kitora tomb on ceramic plates and a display of high-
definition scanned images of the Takamatsuzuka murals, and for tem-
ples, items discovered at the Asukadera temple and images of ancient
temples both within and outside of Asuka are on display. There are also
exhibits about the Soga clan and the immigrants under their leadership.

Exhibit Hall 2 features a reconstruction using recovered architectur-
al members, which have been designated as Important Cultural Proper-
ties, from the eastern corridor of the cloister of Yamadadera temple,
plus displays of similarly designated materials recovered from the same
temple site.

During the 2013 fiscal year, special exhibits were held in the spring
on “Asukadera 2013” and in the autumn on “The Road to the Asuka/
Fujiwara Capitals,” while planned exhibits were held in the summer on
“Natural Science Applied to Archaeological Study in the Asuka-Fuji-
wara Capitals” and in winter on “Archacology in Asuka, 2013,” plus
there was a “30th Anniversary Commemoration of Its Discovery: Spe-
cial Open Exhibit of the Kitora Tomb Murals,” all of which were well
received. In addition, a mini exhibit in the spring on “Sakata Taketsugu
‘Memories of Scenery,” a mini planned exhibit on “The Brilliance of
Nikkd’s Mount Nantai: The World of Mirrors Offered in Mountain
Worship,” and two photo contests and exhibits of the entries were held.

During the renovation currently underway of the regular exhibit, a
display of the tamped-earth strata taken from the Takamatsuzuka tomb
was set up. In conjunction with this, one portion of the floor was re-
inforced.
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View of Asuka Historical Museum in Spring
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Regular exhibit
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Museum garden display: Stone representation of Shumisen-seki
(replica)
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Nara Palace Site Museum
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Palace Reconstruction Display Roo

Nara Palace Site Museum

‘The Nara Palace Site Museum opened in 1970, in the northwest
portion of the palace precinct (at the site of the ancient Imperial
Stable Bureau), as the public exhibit facility for the palace site. After
twice undergoing subsequent renovation, in April 2010 the interior
décor and exhibits saw a total renewal in conjunction with the cel-
ebration of the 1300th anniversary of the move to the Nara capital.
As a guidance facility for the Nara Palace Site, the rennovated Mu-
seum serves as entryway for access from the northern side.

Inside the Museum are six rooms of permanent exhibits, and
one for special exhibits. At the Information and Guidance Corner
are introductions of the outlines of the Nara capital and palace,
along with a scale model showing the process from archacological
investigation to site preparation. At the Government Office/Palace
Reconstruction Corners are life-sized dioramas and images recreat-
ing the interiors of the palace and government offices located in the
palace precinct. In addition to displaying under various themes the
items recovered in excavations at the Nara palace and capital sites,
the Recovered Artifacts Corner explains the research of the Depart-
ment of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations. In the Archaeology
Corner, the research activities of various sections of the Center for
Archaeological Operations are introduced, making for pleasurable
learning about the links between science and cultural properties.

In the 2013 fiscal year, in addition to the regular exhibit an au-
tumn special exhibit was held on “A Buried Treasure Trove: The Be-
ginning of the Study of Mokkan,” and planned exhibits were held
in the spring on “Early Report on Excavations: Heijo, 2013” and
in summer on “The Heijo Capital Zoo,” all receiving large numbers
of visitors.

The Museum will continue to circulate and publicize the activi-
ties of the Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties,
including excavation of the palace site and its research, preserva-

tion, and utilization.
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Palace Reconstruction Display Room
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Artifacts Display Room
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Autumn Exhibition
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International Academic Exchanges
Related to Cultural Property
Conservation

The Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties
promotes a variety of international projects including joint re-
search, exchanges of research personnel, technical training, and
restoration and preservation projects, and also provides assistance
in programs of international cooperation conducted by other or-
ganizations such as the Asia/Pacific Cultural Centre for UNES-
CO (ACCU).

The Institute is currently conducting the following projects: (1)
a joint investigation with the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences
of the ancient urban site of the Han and Wi capital Luoyang; (2)
a joint investigation with the Archacological Institute of Henan
Province, China, of the Huangzhi/Baihe kiln sites in the city of
Gyongyi; (3) a joint investigation with the Archaeological Insti-
tute of Liaoning Province of various types of sites from the Three
Yan period; (4) comparative research on capitals, and exchange of
personnel on excavation sites, with the National Research Insti-
tute for Cultural Properties, Korea; (5) investigative research and
preservation projects with APSARA (Authority for the Protection
and Management of Angkor and the Region of Siem Reap) on the
Angkor archaeological site group and the Western Top site, plus
personnel development; (6) a research exchange program with
Columbia University, USA; (7) research on recovered wooden
materials, as a networking core project with Vietnam Forestry
University.

In addition to the above, a networking core project with Myan-
mar is being carried out together with the Tokyo National Re-
search Institute for Cultural Properties, in which programs for the
transfer of technology and personnel development with regard
to archacology are being conducted. Cooperation is also being
provided to the Tokyo National Research Institute for Cultural
Properties in projects for the preservation of the Bamiyan archae-
ological sites in Afghanistan, and for support to several countries
of Central Asia for the inscription of the Silk Road as World Heri-
tage.
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Archaeological workshop for analysis of unearthed artifacts in Myanmar
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Workshop for safeguarding cultural heritage in Kyrgyz
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Visit of Prof. Kristian Kristiansen (from Sweden) at the excavation
site of Yakushi-ji temple
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Conference for interim report of collaborative research with National
Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Korea (in Seoul)
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Cooperation for training programme on cultural heritage by ACCU,
for trainees from Kiribati (excavation site at Kofuku-ji temple)
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Publicizing the Results of
Research Activities

The Institute publicly displays its research and survey results
through the Nara Palace Site Museum, the Exhibition Room of
Fujiiwara Palace Site, and the Asuka Historical Museum.

Every spring and autumn, the Institute also organizes public
lectures in which its researchers present the results of their inves-
tigations and surveys, and once yearly a special public lecture is
also held in Tokyo. In addition, the Asuka Historical Museum
also invites specialists, from both within the Institute and from
the outside, to give lectures in association with special exhibitions
of the museum.

Upon every major excavation work, the Department of Impe-
rial Palace Sites Investigations presents public site viewings for
those interested in ancient history.

Publications issued by the Institute making these research and
survey results publicly available include its academic journal, an-
nual reports, compendia of historical materials and other basic
data, catalogs of exhibitions at the Asuka Historical Museum, and

the CAO News.
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Web Site of the Nara National Research
Institute for Cultural Properties

The web site provides information on public events such as
exhibits at public facilities, open lectures by Institute researchers,
and public site viewings at excavations, plus information about
the Nara palace site, columns by researchers, and so forth.

In addition to providing a variety of information about cul-
tural properties, through 20 databases and other materials such
as high definition digital images, efforts are being made at widely
circulating the Institute’s research results, through full access to

a portion of its publications placed in a research information re-

pository.
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The Sahoro column salon: A miscellany of essays

http://www.nabunken.go.jp/nabunkenblog/saho.html
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Nara National Reseach Institute for Caltural Properties Repository

http://repository.nabunken.go.jp/dspace/
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I FEIR RIS DE Commemorative Year for the

Department of Imperial Palace Sites
Investigations

2013 45 13 - 3ok = R 7 i R AT R A Bl R & T 50 The year 2013 was worthy of commemoration as the 50th an-
FEAE. TR T T IR M AT 0 S Al 2 40 JE 4 & niversary for the Division of the Heijo Palace Site Investigations
W E AT AREET LT 2 AL R establishment and the 40th anniversary for that of the Division of

[5] DY -0 7N W N

. . Asuka/Fujiwara Palace Site Investigations. The Nara National Re-
1954 48 LR P = R O FE W 7297 2 b )L 1959

search Institute for Cultural Properties has been participating in
D SIIFEI A 2 MBI E T 5 X )12k excavations at the Heijo Palace site since 1954, and has conducted
F 9, 19634E121%. Py e bRt % EAVRE L. such excavations on a continual basis from 1959. In 1963 the Divi-
W1 22 SRR % 5 2 JF 4SS . TR sion of the Heijo Palace Site Investigations was founded when poli-
e e . _ was put in place for the national government to protect the entire
B 5 4 2 75 A2 L_t PTTo RS0, ;};ecincfz of thz Heijo Palace site, afd for its continlzlal investigation
B I PIREBROFEIAM A & £ DHWARIZD &D< through excavation. For 50 years since that time it has conducted
FHE R DO TEF L7z, INFE TIHEMHAA the excavation of the Heijo Palace site and various types of research
ZFEREL7-#PIE. 130halcB X S EWEO 3 based upon the results. At present the excavated area extends to 130
SO1IMEFCBLOES, hectares (320 acres) and comprises more that one third of the site.
7 R LT I 1960 AL T IS W H AR landscape of the village of Asuka became an issue from the latter
DEERH R OREDHEL 20 . REEZ & part of the 1960s, and in the same manner as for the Heijo Palace
DR EHIROBEIRORAE & A7 2. PR E DR L [E site, it was decided to conduct the investigation and preservation
RECEEWERE LCER_TAIEERD T3, of the Asuka region including the Fujiwara Palace site as a national
- S 2 4 N project. After being set up as a section in 1970, the Division of
gg;;ﬁ;ji;ig}iﬁbf }ﬂ;:;ﬁﬁ;éaégiii Asuka/Fujiwara Palace Site Investigations was founded in 1973,
28 p i BT 72 N e HY b TR s

Meanwhile, in the Asuka region the conservation of the historic

and since then has been continually carrying out the investigations

BWoOBEKOMEEZB I hoTEFE L of sites in the Asuka/Fujiwara region.
Z O, EWE TS — R O &R % FE Over the years, at the Heijo Palace site many results have been

L R D) ML EERe 2 o0 BUR B O T E I A % achieve.d wh.ich h.ave rewritten the history of the Nara Period, .such
Hod 2% 25 AR ORED A X 02 2 A S E :ﬁle 1cLent1ﬁcz-Lt10n of features of the Fo.rm'er Imperial Audience
, and the discovery of the eastern projection of the palace pre-
BT TaE Lz REEEHBTS, Binll b cinct and the East Palace Garden in its southeast corner. In the
AR R KB, A 5 DR R it Asuka/Fujiwara region as well, a great part has been played in re-
R, XS ICAEMFEDOF RO Z WL constructing the historic image of the seventh century, for which
T\ CHEEERAS < 127\ T R O FE PR DT documentary sources are not plentiful, through excavation of the
. oo ) . Ishigami and Mizuochi sites, the artisans” workshop compound at
RS LRHERIL TS LT the Asukaike site, as well as temples such as Moto Yakushiji.

2007 4F 02 T R AL R IS AR IR FE M AR & LT In 2007 the two Divisions were joined together as the Depart-
—RIZ72 0 F U7z ERE R O A 22 13 43 SehF ment of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations. The investigative re-
DEHBOK X LT, T OIE D HbE-% search of ancient capital sites is a major component of the duties
- e, N of the Institute, and its empirical research along with compari-
Al 19 % B %}i g (ﬁpﬁ]ﬂ ST l/j 7o (k@ 104F sons to written documents lijs highly esteemed. iooking toviard
I, St & 7= R THANTE & ED T the next ten years, we intend to continue furthering such research
WEZWEZZTWET, with newly gained perspectives.

BRESNCKBER & Z ORIE COFRERE Bl NIcKEEN & FHIRIR
The reconstructed Former Imperial Audience Hall, and excavation The Mizuochi site as presented to the public and during excavation
in the area to its front
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ZREINXERE - ERMMXME Maps of the Nara and Asuka/Fujiwara Areas

SREIXE
RS - BRI 1

Maps of the Nara and
Asuka/Fujiwara Areas

%Eiﬂjlz Nara Area
RERXALRARZIRR

Nara National Research
Institute for Cultural Properties

NS 17|
TEEFRE
Department of Planning and
Coordination

AEEEER

Department of Cultural Heritage

ERMFEMREES (CFmitX)

Department of Imperial Palace Sites
Investigations(Heijo)

BRIt 5 —

Center for Archaeological
Operations

BIHFL DT IKE « - DB 72 FE Hi 7
BT Dot O 1 S S 2 7
BT % 77 L RS D FE
IR S L. SMEZHET %,
Excavates the Nara palace and capital
sites of the eighth century; investigates
original historic sources and architectural
history; gives advices to local authorities

in charge of excavations; trains local
archaeologists.

Eﬁﬂﬂz Fujiwara Area

HFERAES (RS - BREX)

Department of Imperial Palace Sites
Investigations(Asuka/Fujiwara)

6+ 7 D = i - 1R FITSO SE B D B
LA T %,

Excavates the sites of palaces,
governmental offices, temples, and other
parts of the capital of the sixth and

seventh centuries

Asuka Historical Museum

6+ 71HHd FRERH OTRSHTIC
ERAY el R/

Exhibits archaeological discoveries of

the sixth and seventh centuries in the
Asuka area.
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2\FlEE®  Facilities Open to the Public

INBEIBES  Facilities Open to the Public
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Nara Palace Site Museum Excavation Site Exhibition Hall
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Imperial Audience Hall Suzaku Gate East Palace Garden
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BERELE Map of the Fujiwara Capital Site

@ﬁ?@ﬂ Map of the Fujiwara Capital Site
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£3X Chronological Table

Period

U]
2
>
(0]
<

(A

538 588 589 592 593 603 604 606 607 618 630 641 645 646 663 670 673 676 681 689 690 694 701 708

Wado Kaichin (bronze coin) issued. Relocation of the Capital to Nara is decided
ROESNRECR BRI KI0

Taiho code put into effect

KH#FRER N

Fujiwara becomes the capital of Japan

HRITE {0 L SR R o

Empress Zetienwuhou of Tang enthroned

il @K B ITREE o e

AsukaKiyomihara Code enacted

RIEFEIRF Y ER N

Compilation of the Ritsuryd legal code and official istoric chronicles begins
P UHEH S By ORI

Silla unifies the Korean peninsula

RN IRVE |

Emperor Tenmu enthroned at the Asuka Kiyomihara palace

HE S L #E 0 W HKiE K IH R RR R & I KV & i o o
First census register compiled

BOQMILER (HKE-HER) WOV

United force of Japan and Paekche loses to the Tang army at Hakusonkd
M - HOACEqO DR 0HlL &<

Taika Reform declared

KIB R SRR HPD

Prince Nakano Oe assassinates Soga no Iruka

KRN ORER<E Y E o0

Construction of Yamadadera temple begins
JHEIN O v oSN

First delegation sent toTang China

iR — O] © H {4 1 4

Tang Dynasty defeats Sui

HI R R Y R HS fon

Ono no Imoko sent to Sui China; construction of Horyuji temple begins
SEHEMNRELENDR  HEIPYOVORSN
Sakatadera temple erected

EHEirY OV

Seventeen Article Constitution promulgated

LG iR INFIEEN G

Imperial palace moves to the Oharida Palace

SMHEBMZ OO

Prince Shotoku oversees politics

A K MR ELIZ Y N RN

Empress Suiko enthroned at the Toyura Palace, Asuka

FHTH N = 80 I = i o

Sui Dynasty unifies China

ML HFHNE | ore

Construction of the Hokoji temple (Asukadera) begins

HEH GRIEH) ¥ OvoR{e

Buddhism introduced from Peakche, Korea

MR OIRREQN

Historic memorial (year of birth/death)

EAY (£5%)

B

B S F (-626) Soga no Umako

¥ EBSF B (-587) Mononobe no Moriya
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EZBHEX  Heian Period

ie)
o
-
o
o

Nara

K

710 712 720 724 729 737 740 741 742 744 745 752 754 757 764 770 773 780 784 794 809 824 864

Abandoned Nara capital reverts to rice paddies by this time

NS NNEROR SR C VXA 0

Retired Emperor Heizei dies

FFEREHIHRRH e

Retired Emperor Heizei moves to the Nara palace
FFRHIN R RIK LI

Capital moves to Heian

BHI DR L R Y R fon

Capital moves to Nagaoka

=R AR Y oY

An Lushan's rebellion breaks out in Tang

H K IE TSR HNe

Yobai Palace completed

REMRIRR e

Priest Dokyo falls from power

WIFRKE 00

Fujiwara no Nakamaro's rebellion occurs; production of one million miniature pagodas started
BIREEIISR" MR Vv ORI

Yord code put into effect; Tachibana no Naramaro's uprising occurs; Nara palace remodeled
JeN# PR ERRIEHIORK HFRIKSTE

Priest Jianzhen (Ganjin) arrives from Tang

2 OSEICR HK M o e

Consecration held of the newly made colossal Buddha figure at Todaiji temple
KKV KISEEEI RO OLR

Capital returns to Nara

YRR PV

Capital moves to Naniwa

BRRIRYREAIN

Shigaraki Palace erected

BRI PIIY O v N

Government orders the erection of provincial temples
HRHr S #IH WK1

Fujiwara no Hirotsugu's rebellion takes place. Capital moves to Kuni
EiESHEBIIR HKUKRLREN® D

Smallpox epidemic breaks out; four brothers of the Fujiwara Family (Muchimarg,etc.) die
KEEKKE  EIRERIEN O Y RRRR e

Prince Nagaya forced to commit suicide on suspicion of treason

WX I HH © K40 I ne

Emperor Shomu enthroned

mEKIREE e

Nihon Shoki [Chronicle of Japan] compiled

MKHITE RIRER o e

Kojiki [Records of Ancient Matters] completed; Emperor Xuansong of Tang enthroned
R RIREe  #IVNIKINEREE o e

Capital moves to Nara

R IJEE NG
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ﬁﬁ T:Eim Location

Nara Area

RERXERRFFT (RERTE

Temporary Headqguarters

630-8577 FERMkCHI247& 1
MAREHES HOF5R Tel.0742-30-6733 Fax.0742-30-6730
EEHEESR  Tel.0742-30-6753 Fax.0742-30-6750
TEFEEE LEESR EBtitry—
Tel.0742-30-6733 Fax.0742-30-6730
AR AES CFEHtX) Tel.0742-30-6832 Fax.0742-30-6830
247-1, Saki-cho, Nara City 630-8577 Japan

i—L~— http://www.nabunken.go.jp/

R E - B R B X

Asuka / Fujiwara Area

B
©® (RE #EHR)

HALL

EE24SHR

ESTEE

BRE=e

< KIRFISRE
unnnnnnnn o EEHEHE |
SEEKFARRIR

i
u;mm EEree] |||||l‘>

HMFERERES (RS - BERERHX)

Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations (Asuka/Fujiwara)

634-0025 EREMAZAH]94-1
Tel.0744-24-1122 / Fax.0742-21-6390
94-1, Kinomoto-cho, Kashihara City 634-0025 Japan

Asuka Historical Museum

634-0102 ZERESMEAREMEILB01
Tel.0744-54-3561 / Fax.0744-54-3563

601, Okuyama, Asuka Village, Takaichi County, Nara Prefecture 634-0102 Japan

h—L~RX— http://www.nabunken.go.jp/asuka/
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720

Images of the four directional deities, Genbu,
Seiryt, Suzaku, and Byakko, constellations (astro-
nomic charts), and the 12 animals of the Eastern
zodiac are drawn in the murals of the Kitora tomb.
Among these, Byakko is the guardian deity of the
west and thus depicted in the center of the western
wall. In contrast with the same figure at the Takamat-
suzuka tomb and in many depictions on the conti-
nent, in which Byakko faces south, the north-facing
Byakko image of the Kitora tomb is highly singular.
Because the stucco of the Kitora murals was peeling
away from the stone walls of the burial chamber and
greatly at risk of collapsing, their removal together
with the stucco layer was conducted from 2004 to
2010.
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