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The Nara Capital and Palace

The Nara capital (710-784) was an ancient metropolis

spanning the areas of the modern cities of Nara and Koriyama.

Designed after the Tang Chinese capital of Chang’an,

it was built with broad and narrow streets forming a grid.

With the Nara palace at the center of its northern end, the capital was traversed
from the Rajomon gate to the south by Suzaku boulevard,

75 meters (equivalent to 26 car lanes) wide and lined with willow and pagoda trees.
The population is estimated at between 100,000 to 200,000;

and as many as 6,500 bureaucrats are held to have worked at the Nara palace.
As the total population of Japan at the time is estimated at around 6 million,
or one-twentieth of its modern level,

the Nara capital was truly a great metropolis in its day.

The investigation of the Nara capital site is indispensable

for knowing the history of the Nara period as a whole.
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Outline of the Institute

The National Research Institute for Cultural Properties,
Nara, is an organization committed to comprehensive
research on ancient cultural heritage. The ancient city of
Nara is known for its wealth of ancient architecture and
historical works of art, and the Institute was established to
conduct research on these materials. Inspired in the mid-
1950s, by the problem of preserving the Nara palace site, to
get involved in research on buried cultural properties as
well, the Institute has achieved significant results in the
excavation and study of the Nara and Fujiwara palace sites.
These have contributed to international academic exchanges
aimed at shedding light on the development of ancient
capitals.

In addition, sophisticated techniques of restoration,
developed at the Institute for preserving valuable buried
cultural materials, have been applied in the preservation of
sites and artifacts throughout the world. At the Nara palace
site, reconstruction of the Former Imperial Audience Hall is
underway, following that of Suzakumon gate. The
techniques of reconstruction used in these projects are being
applied in the presentation of historic sites throughout the
country. In addition, the Institute also serves as a center for
the training of, and for conducting joint research with, both
local government employees involved in archaeological
excavations, and foreign researchers.
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History of the Institute

The National Research Institute for Cultural Properties,
Nara, was founded in 1952 as an auxiliary organization of
the National Commission for Protection of Cultural
Properties, the predecessor of the current Agency for
Cultural Affairs, with a view to conducting research on
cultural properties. At the time of its inception, the Institute
had three research divisions, specializing in history,
architecture, and art, as well as a General Affairs Division.
The growing necessity to protect the Heijo palace site led to
the inception of the Division of Heijo Palace Site
Investigations in 1963. In 1973, the Division of the
Asuka/Fujiwara Palace Site Investigations was established,
and in 1975, the Asuka Historical Museum was opened,
prompted by a Cabinet resolution made in 1970 as part of
the government’s efforts to preserve the cultural properties
of the Asuka area. In order to help meet the demand for
rescue excavations conducted by local governments, the
Center for Archaeological Operations was established in
1974 to train local excavators and provide advice to local
authorities.

As part of the Japanese Government’s reform initiatives,
national research institutes belonging to government
ministries and agencies are undergoing reorganization.
Consequently, the National Research Institute for Cultural
Properties, Tokyo, and the Nara National Cultural
Properties Research Institute were integrated and
reorganized as branches of the Independent Administrative
Institution in April 2001. The head office for this
independent institution is located at the National Research
Institute for Cultural Properties, Nara.
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m April 1952

The Institute was established as an auxiliary organization of the
National Commission for Protection of Cultural Properties,
with a General Affairs Division, Historical Research Division,
Architecture Research Division, and Art Research Division, at
50 Kasugano-cho, Nara.
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| July 1954

The Institute was officially named the Nara National Cultural
Properties Research Institute.
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® October 1960

The office of the Heijo Palace Site Investigations opened in the
former Nara palace site in Sakihigashi-machi, Nara.
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H April 1963

The Division of Heijo Palace Site Investigations was

established.
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E June 1968

The Agency for Cultural Affairs was established, with the
Institute under its control.

W 19704 BBTM45%F4A m April 1970
SESE B AR AR 2 B AR The Nara Palace Site Museum opened.
W 19734 /IEH485F48 B April 1973
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The Division of Asuka/Fujiwara Palace Site Investigations and

the Asuka Historical Museum were established. The Institute’s
Accounting Section was also established.
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H April 1974
The Department of General Affairs and the Center for
Archaeological Operations were established.
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B March 1975
The Asuka Historical Museum opened at Okuyama, in the
village of Asuka, Nara prefecture.
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u April 1980

The Art Research Division transferred to the Research Center
for Buddhist Art, of the Nara National Museum.
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®m April 1980

The Institute relocated to Nijo-cho, Nara. The Division of
Heijo Palace Site Investigations and the Center for
Archaeological Operations were integrated into the Institute.
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® August 1988
A new headquarters building was built for the Division

of Asuka/Fujiwara Palace Site Investigations at 94-1,
Kinomoto-cho, Kashihara, Nara prefecture.
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m April 2001
The National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Nara,
was granted the status of independent administrative institution.
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Department of Cultural Heritage

The Department is comprised of three sections : the
Architectural History Section, Historical Records Section, and
the Site and Garden Section. Based on collaboration among
these sections, its overall function is to carry out comprehensive
research on historic buildings, documents, and on gardens and
other sites.

The Architectural History Section studies ancient architecture
based on research conducted on existing historic buildings, the
structural remains of excavated building sites, as well as on data
obtained in the restoration of historic buildings. The results of
this research have been applied to reconstruction works such as
the Imperial Audience Hall at the Nara palace site. As a means
of contributing to the protection of historic buildings, this
section also conducts comprehensive research regarding temple
and shrine edifices, vernacular houses, cities, towns, villages,
and the heritage of Japan’s modernization period.

The Historical Records Section engages in the study of
historical documents and other materials, including drawings
and woodblock prints. In the course of its ongoing research
concerning prominent temples located in the ancient capitals
of Nara and Kyoto, a record of historical documents possessed
by the temples is being created and preserved as a photographic
archive, with some of these results already made available to the
public. This section is currently engaged in the research of
historical materials related to Kitaura Sadamasa, who laid the
foundation for the study of the Nara palace and capital sites at
the end of the Edo period.

The Site and Garden Section conducts extensive research on
historic gardens. Current projects include research on the ancient
gardens of East Asian countries, and the analysis of Japanese
gardens excavated at archacological sites. This section also carries
out field surveys on restored historic sites throughout Japan, and
develops guidelines regarding their restoration, management, and
public use. Its members also play an important role as advisors for
on-site restoration projects being implemented by various local
governments.
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Simulation of the method of laying
roof tiles for the reconstruction of
the Former Imperial Audience Hall,
using a full-scale model of a
portion of the roof.
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Investigating old documents
at Yakushiji temple, Nara
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Surveying the garden of
Ishida Castle in
Nagasaki Prefecture
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Excavation of Daijoin garden,
built in the medieval period

Department of Heijo Palace Site
Investigations

This Department is in charge of archaeological
investigations at the Nara palace site, where facilities were
established for the emperor to rule during the Nara period
(710-784), along with the imperial domicile and government
offices. Since 1954, coordinated investigations of the site have
been in progress, with excavation of nearly 30% of the 130
hectare site being completed, resulting in many discoveries
important for the study of ancient history. In addition,
excavation and research on residences of aristocrats, lower
officials, and commoners are carried out in the surrounding
Nara capital site, along with investigations of public market
places, temples, and other sites, bringing to light many
historical facts which have lain buried for over 1200 years.
Excavated portions of the site are presented to the general
public in various ways which convey the original appearance
of the Nara palace site. These include reconstructing the
foundation platforms where buildings once stood, planting
shrubs to indicate the positions of a building’s pillars, or
reconstructing the facilities themselves, as in the case of
Suzaku Gate and the East Palace Garden. The aim of
excavation is to clarify the historic past through the analysis of
artifacts and features that survive in archaeological sites.
Archaeological excavation and the processing of great
volumes of primary data obtained from ancient sites are vital

tasks which further research on ancient history.
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Excavation in the southern area
of the East Palace
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Excavation of Zuto (an earthen stupa),
built in Nara period
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Podium of the Main Hall with a surrounding
pavement of roof tiles, Yamadadera temple site

10

Department of Asuka/Fujiwara
Palace Site Investigations

The Asuka/Fujiwara region of Nara prefecture, extending
from the village of Asuka to the city of Kashihara, was the
historic setting for the emergence of the ancient Japanese
state, and served as the political, economic, and cultural
center from the end of the sixth to the first part of the
eighth centuries. Accordingly, a variety of archaeological
remains lie dormant beneath the ground, including imperial
palaces and the residences of elite families, the sites of
numerous temples including Asukadera, the oldest
cloistered Buddhist temple in Japan, plus the remains of
tombs, the earthen podium of a water clock, and a
workshop complex for the production craft items. Also, in
the northern half of this region lies the Fujiwara capital,
built on a rectangular grid spreading out five kilometers on
a side and centering on the Fujiwara palace, located in the
center of the capital and containing the emperor’s residence,
along with halls where ceremonies of state were conducted.

Through the excavation of these sites, interdisciplinary
investigations are conducted by the Department with the
aim of reconstructing a concrete historic image of the
ancient state. In addition to making these results publically
available through on-site study tours, publication of
research results, exhibitions at its main facility, the
Department is also in charge of the preservation of these
sites and utilization for the public benefit.
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The Fujiwara Palace Site, a National Historic Monument:
First East Hall of the State Halls compound
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The Fujiwara palace site: the Imperial Audience Hall and environs
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Asuka Historical Museum

This facility is a small but comprehensive museum
exhibiting and explaining the history of the Asuka period
(6th to 7th centuries) and the Asuka region. The items
exhibited include a mirror, beads, metal coffin fittings and
other items from the Takamatsuzuka Tomb; roof tiles and
tiles bearing Buddha images in relief, used at Asukadera,
Kawaradera, Daikandaiji, Yamadadera and other temple
sites; stone figures and a decoratively carved stone, known
by the name of Shumisen, found at the Ishigami site and
which was a part of a water fountain; a model of the water
clock facility discovered at the Mizuochi site; models of the
complete expanse of the Asuka area and the Fujiwara
capital. Outdoor exhibits include replicas of the Shumisen
stone and stone figures used as a water fountain, and the
Sakafune-ishi and Saru-ishi stones, which were designed to
channel the flow of water. Also, in a new exhibition room
added to the museum in 1994, a three-span reconstruction
of the cloister of Yamadadera was made using scientifically
preserved architectural materials recovered from the site.

Special exhibitions on Asuka-related themes are held
annually in the spring and fall; for the spring of 2002 an
exhibition titled “Days before the Asuka Period” is planned.
The museum is visited by approximately 70,000 people
annually.
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View of the exhibits:
stone deity figures from the Ishigami site
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View of a lecture at the museum
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View of the exhibits: reconstructed portion of
the eastern cloister of Yamadadera temple
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Center for Archaeological
Operations

The Sites Research Methodology Section and the Artifacts
Research Methodology Section engage in the study of
investigative techniques appropriate for ancient artifacts and
ancient sites, such as methods for studying the remains of
ancient administrative offices, and the use of archacological
prospection for finding sites. The Paleo-Environment
Section is responsible for research on ancient environments,
and archaeological research based on dendrochronology.

The Conservation Science Section conducts scientific
analyses of ancient artifacts and sites, as well as research in
the natural sciences related to preservation and restoration.
The Conservation Technology Section is engaged broadly in
the research and development of engineering methods for
preserving and maintaining ancient sites. The Cultural
Properties Data Section gathers and organizes information
on buried cultural properties and other immovable cultural
properties, while offering and encouraging use of this
information by electronic means. The International
Research Sites Section is responsible for coordinating all
international exchange programs initiated by the Institute.
As part of its core responsibilities, the Center also gives
advice and guidance to local government groups to assist
them in excavating or preserving and restoring ancient sites,
and offers government employees training in all fields
associated with buried cultural properties.

BISTHEICHITDIDRAF v —RE

Training in 3D-scanner operation
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Training course in environmental archaeology
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Training in conservation
science course
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International Academic Exchanges
Related to Cultural Properties
Conservation

The National Research Institute for Cultural Properties,
Nara, promotes a variety international projects ranging from
joint research, exchanges of research personnel, technical
training, and the restoration and preservation of ancient
sites. In addition, the Institute offers assistance to JICA
(Japan International Cooperation Agency) and other
organizations in implementing international cooperative
projects. During the 2002 fiscal year, these efforts will focus
on the following six of programs cooperation: (1) a garden
excavation at the Da Ming Gong Tai Ye Chi garden site of
the Tang Dynasty capital, Chang’an, Shaanxi Province in
China, carried out in conjunction with the Institute of
Archacology and the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences as
part of the “Cooperative Research related to the
Preservation and Study of Ancient Capitals in Asia’; (2) a
comprehensive investigation, including excavation, of the
West Top Temple in Cambodia, as part of the “Cooperative
Research Related to the Preservation of Angkor Cultural
Heritage” in conjunction with the Authority for the
Protection and Management of Angkor and the Region of
Siem Reap; (3) an investigation of glazed pottery kiln sites
in Gongyi City in Henan Province, China, in conjunction
with the Archaeological Institute of Henan Province; (4) a
joint research project on metal and roof tile production in
ancient Korea and Japan, carried out in conjunction with
the National Rescarch Institute for Cultural Properties,
Korea; (5) a joint research project on ancient artifacts and
sites representing the Sanyan Culture in Liaoning Province,
China, carried out in conjunction with the Archaeological
Institute of Liaoning Province; and (6) a comparative study
of the process of formation of ancient capitals in Japan and
Korea, as part of the “Cooperative Research on the
Formation of Capital Sites in Ancient Japan,” in
conjunction with the National Research Institute for
Cultural Properties, Korea.

Other international projects include the “Investigation
and Preservation of Ancient Sites under Harsh Climates,”
dealing with the Moais on Easter Island, Chile; the “Study
of Materials, Structural Analysis, Preservation, and
Restoration of Statues and Wall Paintings in Ancient Cave
Shrines and Funeral Chambers in China,” carried out with
the Archacological Institute of China and Gansu Province
Museum under a grant-in-aid offered by the Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology for
scientific research; and the “Comparative Study of Burial
Goods Found in Ancient Tombs in Japan and China,”
carried out in conjunction with the Archaeological Institute
of Liaoning Province.
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Investigation of the articles unearthed from the three-color glazed pottery kiln sites in Gongyi City, China

S
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Control point survey at the Da Ming Gong site of Investigation of the A6 Kiln at the Tani kiln sites in the Angkor complex

the Tang Dynasty capital, Chang’an, China
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Publicizing the Results of
Reseach Activities

The Institute publicly displays its research and survey
results through the Nara Palace Site Museum, the
Exhibition Hall of the Department of the Asuka/Fujiwara
Palace Site Investigations, and the Asuka Historical
Museum. Every spring and autumn, the Institute also
organizes public lectures in which its researchers present the
results of their investigations and surveys. The Asuka
Historical Museum also invites specialists, from both within
the Institute and from the outside, to give lectures in
association with special exhibitions of the museum. Upon
every major excavation work, the two Investigative
Departments present public site viewings for those
interested in ancient history. Publications issued by the
Institute making these research and survey results publicly
available include its academic journal, annual reports,
compendia of historical materials and other basic data,
catalogs of exhibitions at the Asuka Historical Museum, and

a newsletter on issues related to buried cultural properties.
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Public site viewing

RHEBER

Public lecture

RIHARESR

Public site viewing
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2-9-1, Nijo-cho, Nara City 630-8577 Japan
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Headquarters Building, Training Facility
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Back gate
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Machinery house
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Front gate
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Connecting corridor
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Training Facility, Center for
Archaeological Operations’
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Institute Headquarters
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MAIN BUILDINGS

THIRD FLOOR

Department of Administrative
Management

Department of Cultural Heritage

Center for Archaeological
Operations

SECOND FLOOR

Directors’ room
(Director General’s room)

Department of Heijo Palace Site
Investigations

FIRST FLOOR

Department of Administrative
Management

Reference room
Library
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Nara Palace Site Museum
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Nara Palace Site Museum, Storage facilities
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NARA PALACE SITE MUSEUM

Exhibition room
Auditorium
Small auditorium

STORAGE No.3

SECOND FLOOR
Conservation Science room
Wooden implements room
Earthenware room
Roof tile room

FIRST FLOOR

Security room
Conservation Science room
Analytic mapping room
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m,%ﬁ%EEW%}E%EEB Department of Asuka/Fujiwara Palace Site Investigations

634-0025 EBEMAZAEIOQ4-1 Tel.0744-24-1122 / Fax.0744-21-6390

94-1, Kinomoto-cho, kashihara City 634-0025 Japan
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Department of Asuka/Fujiwara Palace Site Investigations
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of the Fujiwara Capital
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MREESFRE Asuka Historical Museum :

634-0102 ZRESMEAHENEIL601 Tel.0744-54-3561 / Fax.0744-54-3563
601, Okuyama, Asuka Village, Takaichi County, Nara Prefecture 634-0102 Japan

I =

REBHESR BERHLD

Asuka Historical Museum
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BRRERCR—RmRTOFRIE

Excavation in the southwest block of East First Ward on Seventh Street,
Fujiwara capital site

Rug>

Wooden tablets used by theMinistry of Imparial Affairs,

Topic:
Excavations Conducted in 2001

A total of thirty-five excavations were carried out during the
Institute’s first year operating as an independent administrative
institution. Among the highlights were the discovery, in the East
First Ward on Seventh Street area of the Fujiwara capital site, of
wooden tablets used by the Ministry of Imperial Affairs, and the
clarification of the original state of the Central Main Hall at
Kofukuji temple. The Ministry of Imperial Affairs was one of the
most influential of the administrative offices known collectively as
the “two Councils and eight Ministries” established under the Taiho
legal code in 701, the first years of the Taiho era. The tablets bear
dates written as the “first year of Taiho” and “second year of Taiho,”
and are of great value as archaeologically recovered materials
contemporary with the Taiho legal order, which help to verify its
establishment. Kofukuji was a clan temple of the Fujiwara family,
and also representative of the major temples of the Nara capital.
That its Central Main Hall was on a scale equal to the Imperial
Audience Hall of the Nara palace itself brings into sharp relief the
political power of the Fujiwaras.

TIBLKUBRSITAES

BESFPEE DR

Excavation of the Central Main Hall of Kofukuji temple

uncovered from the East First Ward on Seventh Street area

BRERRERTCR—HOPFEREARE  of the Fujiwara capital site
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BREREZIE Map

of the Fujiwara Capital Site

R ELOE  Map of the Fujiwara Capital Site
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B§EER Chronological Table

BEEFR Chronological Table

B@Ef&ExR Chronological Table

Abandoned Nara capital reverts to rice paddies by this time

MNSNNEEROHESMME I C VX EHA B

Retired Emperor Heizei dies

FEHINRRH o

Retired Emperor Heizei moves to the Nara palace
EFER-HIN R B0 L 3o

Capital moves to Heian

B0 L 52 RV R o

Capital moves to Nagaoka

WM B {05 LI FR 4¥ R for

An Lushan’s rebellion breaks out in Tang

I IKEISmRRIIOHINe

Yobai Palace completed

IREMARIRER oM

Priest Dokyo falls from power

M RKE o0

Fujiwara no Nakamaro’s rebellion occurs; production of one million miniature pagodas started
BIRERISR  MIRKY OV OB

Tachibana no Naramaro’s uprising occurs; Yoro code put into effect; Nara palace remodeled
MR EE ISR M # P VB HF RIS/

Preist Ganjin arrives from Tang

I 2 (O SN R K [ o ne

Consecration held of the newly made colossal Buddha figure at Todaiji temple
KKiFV KIS ER I ARLOII P QL

Capital returns to Nara. Hokkeji temple erected(?)
RVEBIKLL P - HHP S S

Capital moves to Naniwa

BRIRNYFEA e

Shigaraki Palace erected

SRR DI O v 1@

Government orders the erection of provincial temples

H RS M= YK

Fujiwara no Hirotsugu’s rebellion takes place. Capital moves to Kuni
ERNECemEBLMNR - K UKRIUFNR

Smallpox epidemic breaks out; four brothers of the Fujiwara Family (Muchimaro,etc.) die
KEHKRD IR RIEITO0 Y RRRR H e

Prince Nagaya forced to commit suicide on suspicin of treason

WX It HH S KX 18 1 1@

Emperor Shomu enthroned

EHiE KN R EiE e

Nihon Shoki [Chronicle of Japan] compiled

MK MR R IR fo re@

Kojiki [Records of Ancient Matters] completed; Emperor Xuansong of Tang enthroned
HfiRRIREE e IR EREE e

Capital moves to Nara

FRIkRLGYR o

Period

Nara

+

710 712 720 724 729 737 740 741 742 744 745 752 754 757 764 770 773 780 784 794 809 824 864

% Wado Kaichin (bronze coin) issued. Relocation of the Capital to Nara is decided
~ ROESIRENR FHRIRMRERY K0

Taiho code put into effect

KRN E o010

Fujiwara becomes the capital of Japan

BRI L R Y R o

Empress Zetienwuhou of Tang enthroned

v FEKEINRREE e

AskaKiyomihara Code enacted

REE 3 8 I M P Y B o r@

Compilation of the Ritsuryo legal code and official historic chronicles begins
BRVHKHSER YLD

Silla unifies the Korean peninsula

RMEAFHNENE]

Emperor Tenmu enthroned at the Asuka Kiyomihara palace

H A S 78 12 #8 O KK H I 7= e 1R f & 10 o] Y == 4 1o @
First census register compiled
HOQMILHR (K- HE) WOve

United force of Japan and Paekche loses to the Tang army at Hakusonko
(T - M YEC $88) <1 e~ T 22 IO 8 1 8 5 09

Taika Reform declared

KIEHKRMBYHD

Prince Nakano Oe assassinates Soga no Iruka
HKRIHMN OB E R <Y IR oo
Construction of Yamadadera temple begins

dJHEHF I OT e

First delegation sent to Tang China

iR — [0 © S0 0 45 1<

Tang Dynasty defeats Sui

1 7 R Y 1R 16 fo

Ono no Imoko sent to Sui China; construction of Horyuji temple begins
SEERMN PR S o @ * SRR YD O T 910
Sakatadera temple erected

REHPY OV

Seventeen Article Constitution promulgated
PRS0

Imperial palace moves to the Oharida Palace

SRIEM2 00N

Prince Shotoku oversees politics

K MR EE Y N RN

Empress Suiko enthroned at the Toyura Palace, Asuka
$EHTH TN "R i 42 ] IV = 2 o 1@

Sui Dynasty unifies China

ERHHNE e

Construction of the Hokoji temple (Asukadera) begins

HEHP (RRIEH) ¥ Ov ol

Buddhism introduced from Peakche, Korea

TR O0IRRELR

Historic memorial (year of birth/death)

AY (ez=)

~

gt

538 588 589 592 593 603 604 606 607 618 630 641 645 646 663 670 673 676 681 689 690 694 701

&
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FE i K E (774-824) Emperor Heizei
22 i (774-835) Priest Kukai

(766-822) Priest Saichd

®RE

(737-806) Emperor Kanmu

=]
=

H X

&

i

(718-770) Empress Koken

omyo

K # R $F (718-785) otomo no Yakamochi

MmERE

B # (-772) Priest Dokyo
775) Kibi no Makibi

B E{h K 2 (706-764) Fujiwara no Nakamaro

e

(693

fia

(701-756) Emperor Shamu
(701-760) Empress Consort Ki

B

i@

(688-763) Priest Ganjin (Jianzhen)

LB ES
HBEER
=

T B (668-749) Priest Gyoki

B

720) Fujiwara no Fuhito

R B £ (684-729) Prince Nagaya

BB E F (662-689) Prince Kusakabe
A HE (659

K # Bk A (665-731) 0Otomo no Tabito

R

I kB B (660-733) Yamanoue no Okura

53

(645-702) Empress Jitd

M2 F (654-696) Prince Takechi

=
BHXE

HEHE (614-669) Nakatomi-no-Kamatari

(631?-686) Emperor Tenmu

AHXE

B B F (-626) Soga no Umako

KEKXKE (626-671) Emperor Tenji
Kuratsukuri no Tori

Oe

653) Priest Min
2 1E Ik 7

BER (-

f

F (-643) Prince Yamashiro no

(554-628) Empress Suiko

=]

=
B B A B (-645) Sogano lruka

x5

HEHXE
B {8 K F (574-622) prince Shotoku
B8 SF B (-587) Mononobe no Moriya
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FR7EME Location

F{EM  Location

Nara Area
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Headquarters of Institute

630-8577 REM_xHI2-9-1
Tel.0742-34-3931 (F1 VLAV ESERA)
Tel.0742-30-6733 (E1E:F)
Fax.0742-30-6730 (&EE:E)

2-9-1, Nijo-cho, Nara City 630-8577 Japan

iKk—L~R—Y http://www.nabunken.go.jp

Asuka / Fujiwara Area
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Department of Asuka/Fujiwara Palace Site Investigations

634-0025 tEREMmAZARI94-1
Tel.0744-24-1122 / Fax.0744-21-6390
94-1, Kinomoto-cho, kashihara City 634-0025 Japan

REELIE
Asuka Historical Museum

634-0102 RERESMEAREMNELEO01
Tel.0744-54-3561 / Fax.0744-54-3563
601, Okuyama, Asuka Village, Takaichi County, Nara Prefecture 634-0102 Japan
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Cover: Reconstruction of the Eaves
the Main Hall, Yamadadera

In addition to the tiles used for the roof of the
Main Hall at Yamadadera temple, tiles were also
attached to the ends of the rafters which supported
it. This reconstruction is made with rafter-end tiles
recovered from the excavation and restored to their
original colors. Gold caps were attached to the tiles’
centers to hide the nails fixing each one to its rafter.
The reconstruction gives a sense of the Main Hall’s
original splendor.
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