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Summary of the Nakahara Tunnel Tombs

1. Environmental introduction of the site

The Nakahara Tunnel Tombs (Nakagami town , Hitoyoshi city , Kumamoto Prefucture) is located along the
cliff , which is on the plateau in the right side of the lower reaches of the Kuma river. It is from a
hundred and seven meters to a hundred and ten meters above sea level.

Along this river , there are many sites of Paleolithic period , Johmon period , Yayoi period , Kofun period ,

Medieval period and Edo period ( modern times) .

2. Opportunity for investigation

Preventive constructions of the cliff were decided to construct by Kumamoto Prefecture . So we needed to
record the statement of the Nakahara tunnel tombs as a report before the construction under Law for
Protection Cultural Properties , because the construction would destroy and bury the site permanently.
Investigation was held in three months between August 2006 and November 2007 . Scope of the investigation

was about four hundred meters of the cliff .

3. Result of investigation

1) Beginning

We could find twenty-seven tunnel tombs in late stage of Kofun period from a thousand five hundred to a
thousand four hundred years ago, and twelve caves confirmed as a air-raid shelter in World War I ( Syowa
period ) . The cliff was made of volcanic deposit of Mt. Aso 90 thousands years ago , through chemical
analysis .

2) Kofun period

All twenty-seven tunnel tombs did not leave the original form , because of falling cliff and deveroping
caves for air-raid shelter . Relics were found in the 7th, 47th , 48th tunnel tombs. They were potteries , iron
defensive equipments and ornaments . About built age of stone chambers , I assumed that these tunnel tombs
changed from tombs with eaves to tombs without eaves in the 6th century . Important finding was that we
found ornament designs ( triangle continuative design ) of the left wall and back wall of the 47th tomb, and
they were carved in the stone chamber . Though ornament designs of relief were found in 9 tombs of the
Omura tunnel tombs near here in Hitoyoshi city , they were almost out of stone chamber . The same
ornament designs like the 47th tomb were found in the Nabeta tunnel tombs in Yamaga city . So 1 suppose

the Nakahara tunnel tombs had connections with tunnel tombs in the reaches of the Kikuchi river .

3) Syowa period (World War 1I)

Twelve air-raid shelters were confirmed through the investigation . Seven caves of tunnel tombs were used as
a air-raid shelter , four caves were original air-raid shelter , One cave was in the middle of making .
Important result was that we could hear the Nakahara caves were used as a air-raid shelter . Through these
testimonies , we could get the days of deveroping caves for air-raid shelter and the situation of people in
World War 1I .

4) Ending

We could see that prehistoric Hitoyoshi and Kuma region was the southern limit of the north culture and
the northern limit of the southern culture, through potteries in earliest stage of Jomon period and the style of
burial chamber built by board stone in the terminal stage of Yayoi period . I think that people having a
custom of making tunnel tombs in the south Kyusyu, who live with people having a custom of making style
of burial chamber built by board stone in the all west Japan, in the late stage of Kofun period . If the
opportunity of investigation increase in future , cultural exchange of the north and the south will come to

light more and more .
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