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ABSTRACTS OF RESEARCH PROJECT,GRANT IN
AID FOR SCIENTFIC RESEACH

PROJECT NUMBER 58310059 2. CATEGORY Area Study (A)
TITLE OF PROJECT,A Comparative Study of the Yayoi Period Tumular

Mounds in San-in,San-yo Districts.

4.

5.
1

3)

4)

6.
1)

HEAD INVESTIGATOR (1) REGISTERED NUMBER 353070144681
(2) NAME TANAKA, Yoshiaki
ABSTRACT OF PROJECT

The archeolgical research of the Yayoi period tumuli has been proceeded

long in San-yo and San-in districts,and each has made a certain result.

We set about making comparative investigations of the mounds in those two
districts, through which we intended to clarify the congruities and differences
between them,and to explain the political exchanges among chieftains who
built those mounds.

In San-in district,our investigation was centered upon the vestiges of the
mounds in Nishidani,Shimane Prefecture. There are four of large-sized
quadrilateral mounds with four protuberant corners,all of which proved to be
the largest in scale of the mounds in this area.

The frameworks of the chest and coffin installed in those large-sized tumular
mounds are recognized as being made of wood.

The special types as earthenware pot and pedestal imported from Kibi district

are excavated also from those mounds.

In San-yo district,we made excavations at Kumoyama Toriuchi relics,Okayama
Prefecture. That relics have three of Yayoi period mounds. The wooden chest
and coffin fixed with wood piles and stones were found in the mound No.1.

The comparative investigation of the Yayoi period mounds in San-in and
San-yo districts shows that the chieftains of both districts had close contacts
with each other. While there is notable difference in the style of mound
building,the two have the same earthenware pots and pedestals,and the same
structure of a coffin.

KEY WORD
YAYOI PERIOD TUMULUS

)

QUADRIATERAL MOUNDS WITH FOUR PROTUBERANT CORNERS

6)

(BURIAL MOUNDS WITH FOUR PROTUBERANT COUNERS)
SPECIAL TYPES OF EARTHENWARE POT & PEDESTAL

@

DRUM PEDESTAL (5) WOODEN CHEST & COFFIN
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SUMMARY

Excavation of Nishidani Yayoi Burial Mound No.3 ( T )

I . The mound and its outer features

Nishidani Burial Mounds are located on Nishidani Hills in Izumo City, commanding a
view of the Hii River once called the “Great River of Izumo”, and it has been known that
there are some burial mounds of Yayoi Period. We made precise contour maps of the
Mound Nos. 3, 4 and 9 respectively, and we chose the Mound No. 3 for the excavation
because of its good state of preservation. Our research extended over five sessions from
1983 to 1985.

The Mound No. 3 is rectangular of 36 by 28 m in plan under the present circumstances,
and our excavation made it clear that it was one of the biggest Yayoi burial mounds with
four protuberant corners. We found a particular structure making use of a lot of boulders
on the south and west side of the mound, though on the north and east it was lost. It is
constructed by double narrow paved terraces, of which each outer border has a row of
stones, surrounding the foot of the mound whose slopes are covered also with stones.

Four protuberances of the mound were not in very good preservation but it seems that
they were skirted by the same stone structure as mentioned above.

Original size, excluding the protuberances, of the mound can be estimated at 40 by 30



it
X
i

E i)
m in plan and 4.5 m in height.

As regards the structure of the mound, admitting partial uncertainty, we found some
layers of soil heaped on the bed rock, and on the south and west side the laid soil was

recognized even outside of the mound.

II. Excavation of Burial No. 1

The top of mound is flat and wide, and we infer that some burials are in it. Our
excavation was carried out at one location where a great many potsherds came out from
under the surface soil. Potsherds, out of which we restored jars, jar stands, cups, etc.
totaling about one hundred, were packed in a hollow of 2.0 by 1.5 m in plan and 0.4 m in
depth. The hollow must have been caused by the collapse of a wood coffin underneath.

Under the layer containing those potsherds we also found a big pit dug into the bed rock.
The pit is rectangular with round corners of about 6.1 by 4.5 m in plan and nearly 1 m
in depth below the surface of the bed rock, and has a terrace along the brim.

All wooden frameworks have rotted away, but the strata in this pit taught us clearly
that there had been a coffin and an outer-coffin both made of wood in it. The outer-coffin
proved to be 2.6 by 1.2 m in plan, and the coffin placed inside of it was identified by the
extent of thick vermilion, measured 2.1 by 0.8 m in plan.

We realized that the above-mentioned pottery had been put together on the laid soil over
the burial after a certain ceremony had been held at the summit of the mound.

Funeral artifacts from this burial are as follows; two magatama beads of glass, more
than one hundred glass beads and scores of kudatama beads of glass and of jasper.

The northwest part of this burial (which is named Burial No. 1) is broken by the other
(Burial No.2), which is not excavated. In the west of Burial No.1 a small pit grave

(Burial No. 3), which was built later than that, was found but contained no artifacts.

I1I. Conclusion

Our excavation is the first attempt to investigate a large-sized Yayoi burial mound with
four protuberant corners, which is the characteristic type of tomb for the chieftain class
in San’in Region of late Yayoi Period.

The most important result of our excavation is the recognition of the use of frameworks
of wood coffin and outer-coffin for the burial. Such double frameworks have been known
only at a few of Yayoi burial mounds in San’yo Region, but this is the first instance in

San’in Region. The pottery found above Burial No. 1 shows us a significant assemblage
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of those produced for about the third quarter of late Yayoi Period, and they will
contribute much to chronological studies of Yayoi pottery.

And it is also notable that the relations between chieftains of Izumo and Kibi province
are indicated by the detection of some of the peculiar earthenware imported from Kibi,
i.e. special jar stands and special jars.

Our research is to be continued further for several seasons, because we suspect that
there is another big burial ground which can be supposed to be the main one of this

mound, and also because we still have some unsolved questions about this burial mound.
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