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Summary

The Archaeological Research Centre of Okayama University was established in 1987 for the purpose of
the excavation and preservation of archaeological sites on university grounds. This book is published to
mark the 10th anniversary of the Centre. Over the past decade, the Centre has excavated 24 sites and
published 12 volumes of site reports.

Okayama University is a national university comprising 11 faculties and numerous research
departments and centres. There are two main campuses within Okayama City - Tsushima and Shikata.
The Tsushima Campus possesses remains from a village of the Late Jomon (2000 BC) and rice paddy
fields dating from the Yayoi through to the Meiji periods. The Shikata Campus has settlement remains
dating from the Yayoi and the Ancient and Medieval eras.

Some of the major results of the Centre's work include the excavation of Jomon storage pits on the
Tsushima Campus which provided concrete details of food processing techniques and of vegetation during
the Jomon period. The possibilty of agriculture was suggested by the analysis of seeds from these pits and
from the presence of rice phytoliths in sherds of Jomon pottery excavated from the site. It has also been
possible to study the development of rice paddy fields from the imregular fields of the Yayoi period which
closely followed the local topography through to the well-demarcated fields of Antiquity. Sites from the
university have forther produced important materials for understanding the pottery chronology of the
Okayama region in the Jomon, Yayoi and Ancient periods.

This book presents the history of the Archaeological Research Centre and the sites found on the
university campus. Sixteen fascinating aspects of life in prehistoric and ancient times are reconstructed
using materials from the campus sites. The book concludes with a discussion of the future directions of
the Centre.
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