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SUMMARY

This report summarizes the third results of the
excavations in 2006 at Hikozaki shell mound in
Nadasaki-town Okayama city Okayama prefecture,
Japan, including the excavation reports carried out
by Mitsuo Sato in 1935 and the other synthetic
scientific analyses.

Hikozaki shell mound is situated at Hikozaki,
Nadasaki-town in Okayama city. In 1948 and 1949,
investigation team headed by Dr. Hisashi Suzuki
(department of anthropology in faculty of science of
Tokyo University) excavated this site and discovered
numerous well-preserved artifacts such as 30 human
bones, many earthen vessels, stone implements,
bracelets which dating back to the Jomon Period of
prehistoric Japan. Analyzing the results of
excavation, Dr. Sugao Yamanouchi adopted the
Jomon pottery found here as the standard
chronological type of the Jomon pottery, naming
them Hikozaki Z1, Z2, K1, and K2 style after the
name of this Hikozaki site.

Accordingly Hikozaki shell mound became famous
and highly evaluated among the archaeologists in
Japan as the important Jomon type site.

Recently, as the preservation and utilization of this
site had been planed, Nadasaki-town board of
education (present Okayama municipal board of
education) conducted two seasons of excavation from
2003 and published the report in 2005, 2006.

In 2006,excavation took place by the Okayama
municipal board of education from 25t October to 8t
November for the purpose of bounding the
designating area for the national historic site. The
results of this excavation are reported on this book.

In this survey, we excavated at 3209-1 Hikozaki,
Nadasaki-town and set a trench named T40, the
fortieth trench of this site, measuring 10 meters long,
1.5 meters wide.

We found many archaeological features of the
Jomon Period such as pits full of pottery ,earthen pits,
pillar holes around 7 meters in altitude. The level of
these features is about 1.2 meters higher than that
of the final Jomon shell mounds excavated in 2003,
about 20 meters northeast of this trench. Jomon
pottery and stone implements of the early phase of
final Jomon period were also discovered. These
features were distributed in the northen part of T40,
so that we can assume that the habitation area had
extended mainly in the west of T40.

As for the features of the Yayoi Period , we
excavated pit dwellings, earthen pits and pillar holes
from 7.5 to 8 meters in altitude. Pottery of the late
phase of the middle Yayoi Period were also
discovered along with stone implements and clay
objects. Dicovery of settlements of this phase is rare
in this region, so that it is likely that the dissolution
of core settlements like Minamigata site, some 15
kilometers northeast of this shell mound had led to
the appearance of small-scale settlements around

Kojima Bay in the late phase of middle Yayoi Period.

In addition, scientific analyses are included in this
report.

1) Analyzing animal remains, Ishimaru reveals that
small fish such as Japanese shad and Japanese
anchovy had been captured by the technique of using
stationary fishing net from the early Jomon Period
(Hikozaki Z1 type), helped by the elaborate works
of water flotation method.

2) Shiraishi analyses the 600 fragments of pottery
from the initial to early Jomon Period, observing the
data of ceramic petrology. He classifies the date of
ceramic clay into five categories and identifies the
domestic pottery and imported pottery.

This report also contains Sato’s report that had not
published yet. It is worthwhile to be compiled
because we can realize the excavation result s carried
out around 1935.

The results of three seasons of excavation in 2003,
2004 and 2006 we reveals that this shell mound had
continued during the entire Jomon Period for more
than 5000 years. It can be categorized mainly in the
following four phases: the early (about 6000 years
ago), the middle (about 5000 years ago), the late
(about 4000 years ago) and the final (about 3000
years ago).

It is noteworthy that the early Jomon shell mound,
measuring about 100m in diameter and about 1.7m
in height was the biggest in the contemporary shell
mound in western Japan.

Based on these report, Hikozaki shell mound were
designated as the national historic site on March,
2008. After owned by public, making exhibition
gallery next to this site, we will make an effort to
conserve and utilize this site under the principal
policies of Okayama city. In the quite near future,
this site will be one of the new sightseeing places of
Okayama city, harmonizing its landscape with
nature and historical site.

We really thank our predecessors who presented
such a splendid cultural property to us.

March, 2008

The Okayama Municipal Board of Education
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HIKOZAKI SHELL MOUND 3

The Report on the Excavation of Shell Mounds

in Jomon Period in Okayama Japan
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