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SUMMARY

From May of 1974 through March of 1975, Educational Board of Tsuyama-city carried
out the excavation of Oda-Junisha, a settlement site of late Yayoi culture in Tsuyama-city,
Okayama.

This excavation was caused by the construction of newly integrated junior high school,
which aimed to renew the superannuated school buildings and dissolve the differences in
quality among the old ones.

Tsuyama was a local center of the ancient country of the Mimasaka district, inland hilly
country.

The Yayoi farmer in this district began to bring under cultivation probably in the middle
of Yayoi Age.

We can find many settlement sites after this period at many places in this country.

Oda-Jtnisha is one of these village sites. The excavation survey was carried out in the
area which contains almost whole settlement. We found 18 pit dwellinghouses, 83 cache pits,
one ritual site, ditch of paddy field, stone sickles, iron tools and whetstones in and around
the structure.

We can classify these house plans roughly into round type and spuare one. Fire places
were situated in the center of these plans and a shallow ditch rounded floors. The number
of wooden post holes were 4 of square type and 4 to 7 of round type. Since we found some
burnt midcanthus on the floors, these houses were probably thatched ones. The function
of “cache pits” is not so clear. Some archeologists say that this pit is grave. But we think, in
comparison with those in norther Kyushu and ethnoglaphical data, the original function of
these pits is storing rice.

At ritual site, we found many stones and fragments of potteries. We can grasp them as
several “units”, round and one meter in diameter. Besides as a whole, they make a large
circle and we can recognize that in this excavation area there are at least two circles, eastern
one and western one.

At one small unit by this eastern circle, we dug up, under stones, the penis-shaped stone
and potteries with some significant arrangement, suggesting how the rite took place there.

Through the study of potteries in and around this settlement, we have known the traits
of potteries(especially domestic) of late Yayoi poriod in this region. That is, the potteries are
closely related to the potteries of Izumo, Hoki and Tajima, ancient coastal countries along
the Japanese Sea. Chronologically we are able to classify thses potteries into five types.
Judging from the classification, it seems that several houses were being built continuously
through each period in this settlement and cache pits, too, were being dug through each
period, and they were increasing in number, as times went by.

They looked incoherent as a whole, but, investigating the period of each cache pit and
studying its arrangement, we can grasp them as “unit”. The ritual site was used mainly from
the second to fifth stage.

Judging from the existence of penis-shaped stone, as this object is said to be related to
the rite for productiveness, we presume that the rite held there may have been connected
with the cultivation. Maybe the arrangement of relics suggests their outlook of the pantheon.
We suppose on these data that this settlement was made up of 3 through 4 families and they
cultivated terras field around the hill in cooperation with each other. They also communally
used this ritual site and cache pits. Sociologically this family-group was minimun unit of the
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period.

Judging from the appearance of large-scale settlement on the flat ground below and the
changes of its feature from middle to late Yayoi pottery, or unicultural to multicultural, in this
area, it may be given as a conclusion that the trade of goods and human interchanges mainly
with the Sanin district in late Yayoi period were as extensive as they had been closed in
middle Yayoi period. Following this change, it seems that the decent began to play an
important part in the real life.

It was clear that the rite held at the grave grew prosperous since late Yayoi period, and the
aspect in this district was the same. This shows these changes remarkably.

Besides it is very important that the pottery which had made peculiar growth in Kibi,
southern coastal leading country along the Inland Sea, for being used in the rite held at the
grave, was found in the graves around here, though, of course, its pottery was influenced by
one in the Sanin district. This fact shows that, in spite of a whole tendency, some influential
persons appeared who wanted to make their position stable by forming a strong connection
with Kibi.

Therefore through the fact of these changes, we also see the exogamous inclination and
rapid performance of rank accompanied with it.
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