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NOTES

* This book is the report of the 35th excavation surveys of Kamisawa site located in the Gobancyo 3

Chome Hyogo-ku Kobe city.

e This survey was carried out from February 1, 2000 Through March 7, 2000 by the Kobe city board of
Education Secretariat and the Kobe City Sports Association .

* The direction used in for this book shows due north and the height indicates above sea level.

¢ The map used in this book is a part of 1/2500 of topographical map "Hyogo" issued by Kobe city and
1/50,000 of topographical map "Kobe", "Suma" issued by Geographical Survey Institute.

 The photos that of archaeological remains used in this book, are taken by Mr. SUGIMOTO Kazuki.

¢ The management panels list is shown below.

The excavation survey organization table of fiscal 1999.

The Kobe city board of Education Secretariat
Superintendent, Board of educational
Director for Social Education

Manager for Cultural Assets

Assistant Manager

Assistant Manager

Assistant Manager

The Kobe City Sports Association
Executive Director
Managing Director
Managing Director

Manager for General Affairs
Manager for General Affairs
Manager for General Affairs
Assistant Manager
Field Archaelogist

KURAMOTO Masao
MIZUTA Yuji

OKATSU Toshiichi
WATANABE Nobuyuki
MARUYAMA Kiyoshi
SUGAMOTO Hiroaki

TAMURA Atsuo
NAKANO Yoji
SEIKAN Keiichi

MAEDA Toyoharu

NAKANISHI Mituo

OKUDA Norimichi

TAN]JI Yasuaki

SAEKI Jiro and ISHIJIMA Miwa

The organization table for past excavation works of 2000 fiscal year

The Kobe city board of Education Secretariat
Superintendent, Board of educational
Director for Social Education

Manager for Cultural Assets

Manager for Buried Preservation Division
Assistant Manager

Assistant Manager

Assistant Manager

Assistant Manager

The Kobe City Sports Association
Vice Chairman

Managing director

Manager for General affairs
Assistant Manager

Assistant Manager

Field Archaelogist

KIMURA Ryoichi
MIZUTA Yuji

OKTSU Toshiichi
WATANABE Nobuyuki
TAN]JI Yasuaki
MIYAMOTO Ikuo
MARUYAMA Kiyoshi
SUGAMOTO Hiroaki

KURAMOTO Masao
SEIKAN Keiichi
MAEDA Toyoharu
MARUYAMA Kiyoshi
SUGAMOTO Hiroaki
ISHIJIMA Miwa

e This book is authored and edited by Miwa Ishijima, field archaeologist of Kobe City Board of Education.
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Chapter 1 : Introduction

As a result of the past excavation survey, Kamisawa Site in
Hyogo-ku, Kobe-City is thought as the settlement which
began in the Jomon Period and continued to the midieval
Period.

This book is the report of the 35th excavation surveys
which was carried out in 1999.

This excavation survey was done before the park
construction enterprise that planned by the Kobe-City
Housing Bureau.

This survey was limited to the range of construction work.
We discovered the surface of structual remains in meters
above sea level 8.2m neighborhood by this survey.
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Chapter I : Features

It become clear that the surface of structural remains was
confirmed at the point 8.3m height above sea level by the
survey this time. The containment layer had accumulated
on just above the surface of structural remains.

There was no structural remains under the point 8.3m
height above sea level.

A pit house, ditches, earthen pits and some pits were
discovered on the surface of structural remains.
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Chapter Il : Artifacts

Two-thirds of the pottery excavated by the survey in this
time was excavated from the structural remains.The
remainder is the one that was excavated from the layer
containing cultural remains.

These potteries were the things of the Middle of Kofun
Period.An iron arrow head and saltmaking pots were
excavated other than the pottery.
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Chapter IV . Conclusions

Judging from the excavation remains, it is thoght that the
pit house became a dilapidated house at the end of the 5th
century. Other structural remains were the same time.
there are too few data drau the whole picture of the
Kamisawa site in the Kofun Period.

The future subject may be to integrate all of the excavation
results and restore the past of the community of the
Kamisawa Site.
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KAMISAWA SITE, A SETTLEMENT OF THE KOFUN PERIOD,
JAPAN
Report of the 35th archaeological investigation

SUMMARY

This book is the report of the 35th excavation surveys in Kamisawa Site which was carried
out by the Kobe City Sports Association and the Kobe City Board of Education. This survey
was undertaken by both organizations from February 1st to March 1st, 2000 prior to the
Gobancho Park construction enterprise planned by the Kobe City Housing Bureau.

The survey was done only in the place that the site seemed to be destroyed by the park
construction. By this construction work, the present ground was dug down to 8.2m depth
above sea level. Therefore the survey was not done this time to the lower part than 8.2m,
regardless of the existence or non-existence of the site. We can discover only one surface
of occupation near 8.3m above sea level in this excavation range.

The features discovered on this surface are several pits, 14 earthen pits, 11 ditches and a
pit dwelling. Judging from the excavated artifacts, these features belong to the Middle
Kofun Period (5th century AD).

FEATURES

It is the pit dwelling which was confirmed in the southeastern part in the survey range that
attracts attention most in discovered features. The form of the floor in this pit dwelling is a
square form. Only as for the southernmost part in the house is destroyed to make a paddy
field in recent years. It is obscure the plane form of the original house is a square or a
length square. As far as it is possible to confirm at present, the area of the floor is equal to
or more than 4.2mX4.2m. The hole of the pillar that was supporting a roof of the house
was left on the floor surface. Besides, two holes of the use obscurity were confirmed.

When removing the soil in the pit dwelling, it confirmed that the fragments of the pottery
and a lump of charcoal, a lump of burnt soil were scattered on the floor. We detected four
pillar holes and 2 pits after doing the detailed investigation of the surface of the floor.

As a result, we suppose this floor was the floor where the inhabitant of this house walked

around 1500 years ago.
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However, because the fragment of the pottery was mixed in the inside of soil of the floor,
it found that the floor was the one which was made by using the soil to have carried from the
other place. The pottery which was excavated from the inside of soil of the floor and the
pottery scattered on the floor surface were the same period. The soil of a floor was heaped
up about 5cm thickness, the original ground appeared when removing this. It was not flat
in the condition which was uneven.

From above mentioned survey result, the following fact was became clear. It thinks that
this pit dwelling is to have built digging the ground of the floor at first, and then made it flat,
after that digging the pillar hole and set up the pillar. Judging from the fragment of the
pottery scattered on the floor, it thinks that this house was built sometime in the second half
of the 5th century.

It became a deserted house before long and meanwhile, long much time does not seem to
pass. The reason why we presumed thus is that the pottery scattered on the floor surface
and excavated from the soil of the floor was the same period.

Besides, in the survey area this time we discovered many ditches and earthen pits of the
use obscurity as well as the pit dwelling. Most of the features which were discovered on

the surface are supposed to belong to the same time.

ARTIFACTS

The total amount of relics in this excavation is 3 boxes with 28 liter containers. Two
thirds of them was excavated from the features and the remainder was excavated from the
layer containing cultural remains. Most of them is the potteries except only one iron
arrowhead. The excavated potteries were almost all the fragments, but which can be made
a figure after arranging this in classification did a figure work and printed in this report.
The potteries scattered on the floor might be left behind when this pit dwelling was
abandoned. They includes the time difference of 20 or 30 years from the second half of the
5th century to the end of the 5th century. The newer one out of these potteries shows the
abandoned time of the pit dwelling. One iron arrowhead discovered from the house was
unearthed from the soil which flowed into the pit dwelling after being deserted house.

Also an equal to or more than 46 salt making potteries are unearthed in the house and
other features. Although salt making hearth did not discovered, the fact that salt making

pottery was unearthed indicates the possibility of salt making work near here.
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CONCLUSIONS

In this excavation we discovered the renounced pit dwelling, ditches and large hole in the
Middle Kofun Period. The investigation place this time is the west place in the whole site.
In the range which understood at present, it thinks the people began to live in the site was
the Final Jomon Period. After that people continued to live in from the Yayoi, the Kofun
and the Heian Period to the Medieval Period. This place is the remote place from the
village at the Middle Yayoi and the Nara Period because of nonexistence of the features in
these Period. We don't know why people got not to live only in these times but the features
may be discovered by the future survey. Or it may be to have transmigrated to the place
near by which is not known yet.

The features in various periods are overlapping complicatedly in this site.

It thinks that this place was the early area of urbanization where many people gathered to
live from ancient times. We can not know correctly about what people lived, in what view at
Kamisawa Site in the Kofun Period, since there are few data gathered. It is to be needed
the work that restores the whole village in the past by piling up the data one by one from
now. It takes time. It is not easy to come to the conclusion, supposing that the survey is
progressing. However, it is noteworthy the excavation data increases in number in recent

years. The new fact is added to the local history every day.
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