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ENGL1SH SUMMARY
1

Kobe Municipal Board of Education has been carrying out a continuous series of archaeological
survey at Fukuhara Imperial Palace site since 1994.

Fukuhara Imperial Palace whose construction was in late Heian period, is located in Hyogo ward
of Kobe city where is 30kms away from Osaka city.

Fukuhara Imperial Palace has been continued approximately six months in 1180.

We can publish the results of these investigations for the first time.

The present report is the following one, Gion 5, containing the results of fifth excavation of
Gion carried out 1996 and 1997.

Gion site is considered something relative to Fukuhara Imperial Palace; although it isn't clear
the location of Gion site in Fukuhara Imperial Palace yet.

In this report we describe about the garden site that was discovered at Gion site.

This garden site is so elaborate as much as the same of Toba Rikyu Palace in Kyoto city.

23

Topographically this area lies on the tip of heights of Mt.Rokko where it is inclined from north-
east to southwest. The heights of excavation trench are 32.0 meters above sea level at the north-
eastern corner and 28.5 meters at the southwestern corner.

During the Yayoi period people seem to have inhabited in this area because a pit dwelling of
middle Yayoi period was discovered in the central portion of the excavation trench.

A part of the garden site belonging to the late Heian period was excavated. After the garden ex-
tinguished, there became a paddy field where it was.

Phase I: middle of the Yayoi period.

A pit dwelling was discovered.

Phase 1II: beginning of the Heian period.

SD 11 was dug.

The ditch of both periods can be considered to have flowed from north-east to south-west.
Phase II: late Heian period.

A main feature of this period was SX07 (garden site)

The features uncovered can be assigned to three phases from the beginning to the end of garden
site.

SX07 was covered with many stones and made in exquisitely.

There was Owada harbour around here, which was important harbour at the time of Japan.
Kobe played a key role in cultural exchange among the nations. It is said that the Taira family
constructed the harbour and built the foundation of Fukuhara Imperial Palace. The garden site
discovered this time has much to do with the Taira family. (The Taira family is a very famous

family in Japanese history. And for one thing they played an important role in the trade between



Japan and China in the Heian period.

4

Here are the grounds that prove above things. The garden is made in exquisitely. And there is
a possibility that a person of high birth used at that time.
The earthen vessel plates unearthed in Gion site are alike in shape, which were used in Kyoto at
that time and they were different from the vessels used around this area.
The roof tiles made in Kyoto were unearthed; it indicates the connection with Kyoto. An excellent

vessel that was made in China was unearthed near the garden site.
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